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Learning lies at the heart of everything we do at AGS. As students enter their GCSE/IGCSE/BTEC years, we
want them to develop as independent, intellectually curious young people who demonstrate resilience and
dedication in deepening their understanding of the world around them. Our dedicated and highly skilled
teachers ensure that every learner is both supported and challenged to achieve their very best as they rise
to the demands of GCSE/IGCSE/BTEC study.

Our GCSE/IGCSE/BTEC programme fosters a collaborative learning environment where teachers and
students work together to create lessons that are dynamic, rigorous, engaging, and enjoyable. We are
proud of the outcomes consistently achieved across Arcadia schools, with many of our graduates
progressing to some of the world’s leading universities. This success confirms that an AGS education
equips students with the confidence and preparation to thrive in the next stage of their academic journey.

At AGS, our values underpin everything we do. We believe all students have the capacity to be
determined, courageous, and aspirational, and our teaching reflects these expectations. By embracing
the latest evidence-based approaches to pedagogy, we develop the cognitive competencies and habits of
mind that enable young people not only to excel in school, but to flourish later in life.

Alongside academic achievement, we place great importance on preparing students with the life skills
sought after by employers. We encourage creativity, critical thinking, collaboration, and effective
communication, and we nurture their ability to solve complex problems with innovation and confidence.

We are also fortunate to have a strong, supportive parent community, enabling us to expose students to a
wide variety of career pathways and provide meaningful opportunities for work experience.

Above all, we want every member of our community to feel known, valued, and understood. We encourage
students to contribute to the wider life of the school, building friendships and memories that will enrich
their senior years. Our commitment is that those who complete their studies at AGS will look back on their
time with us as fun, rewarding, and transformative years that helped shape them into young adults ready to
make their mark on the world.

There is no single definition of an AGS student. We welcome boys and girls from diverse backgrounds,
each bringing unique talents and interests. What unites them is a shared love of learning, strength of
character, and a deep commitment to living out the AGS values

in every aspect of their lives.
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This is an exciting time for our pupils as they now have the opportunity to explore different academic
routes and start to take some ownership of their education. Students will be able to choose a certain
number of GCSE/IGCSE/BTEC subjects that they would like to study, alongside the core/compulsory
curriculum. This booklet will explain how the system works and give you information relating to each
subject to help you understand the curriculum and inform you about your choices.

We firstly need to make sure that each student is allocated the right number of option choices for them

to be successful. The academic and pastoral team have gathered and reviewed information to place each
student on the most suitable pathway. The majority of students will be allocated three options, however,
some may be contacted to suggest a reduced number of option subjects to allow extra study time through
our ‘Study Support’ sessions for them to aid in their completion of their GCSE/IGCSE/BTECs.

We will also be identifying students who are able to be part of a ‘fast track group’. This cohort will be made
up of students with a high ability in selected subjects such as languages who can complete the relevant
IGCSE course in Y10. If you believe your child is one of them, please contact the school.

Every student who utilises our Study Support initiative will be assessed as per their requirements for
support. That could be through our English Language Learners programme, maths support programme,
self-study time or with our inclusion department. Learning is never a linear pathway, and all students
acquire knowledge and skills at different speeds. Therefore, the Study Skills sessions will be able to help
facilitate those students on their education pathway.

It is usual for schools to have a range of compulsory subjects and then to offer an element of choice to help
personalise the learning for each student. This booklet outlines key information to help parents, students
and schools to make an informed choice together.

Students would typically study between 5 and 9 IGCSEs. A native speaking and able student would study
more towards the 8-9 IGCSEs.

Below is an outline of the Ministry of Education compulsory subjects that pupils will be taking along with
the number of option choices.



G1/ G2/ G3/ G4/ G5/ Gé/ G7/ G8/ G9/ G10/ G11/ G12/

Y2 Y3 Y4 Y5 Y6 Y7 Y8 Y? Y10 Y11 Y12 Y13

Arabic as a first 6 6 6 6 6 5 4 4 4 4 4 4

language for Arabs

Arabic as an 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 Optional | Optional | Optional

additional language
for non-Arabs

Islamic Education for
Arab Muslims 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

Islamic Education for 3 3 3 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2

non-Arab
Muslims

Social Studies for 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 Optional | Optional | Optional
Arabs (Standalone
lesson)

UAE Moral' SOCiaI and Optional | Optional | Optional
Cultural for non-Arabs 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 * 4 >
(MSC) (Standalone
lesson)

Moral Education for 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1

Arabs (Standalone or
Integrated)

Option Subjects

We are proud to offer a wide range of IGCSE option subjects for our students to choose from. Further
details regarding the subjects that we offer, both compulsory and optional, can be found within this
booklet, so please take the time to read the information carefully.

DT
Art & Design (Design & Technology) Accounting
Business Food & Nutrition Drama
Environmental
French Geography Management
Global Perspectives Music PE
(Physical Education)
ICT (Information, Communication| BTEC Travel & Tourism BTEC Sport
& Technology) Level 2 Level 2
Science (Triple Option) History BTEC Business
Level 2




Introduction to IGCSE

British international schools often follow an adapted version of the English National Curriculum from Year
7 and Year 9, and then offer a range of subjects for formal qualifications at Year 10 and Year 11 level called
IGCSE (International General Certificate of Secondary Education).

AGS will offer a range of IGCSE, GCSE and BTEC qualifications to allow different pathways for our
students.

The GCSE - General Certificate of Secondary Education and IGCSE - International General Certificate of
Education are equivalent to each other and valued by universities globally the same. The IGCSE allows
students to take qualifications at a more convenient time zone and with a more international nature to the
exam, when compared to the GCSE which is UK focused. For example, the IGCSE Geography may study
the River Nile and the River Amazon, whereas the GCSE may study the River Thames. Due to our location
in the UAE, AGS can offer both the GCSE and IGCSE of which the qualification best suited to our students
will be chosen.

Alongside GCSE/IGCSE, AGS will be offering the BTEC qualification. The international BTEC is

a vocational, skills-based qualification that focuses on practical learning, applied knowledge, and real-world
projects, preparing students for both higher education and the workplace. Unlike the more exam-driven
IGCSE route, BTECs are assessed mainly through coursework, continuous assessment, and practical tasks,
which suit students who prefer a more hands-on approach to learning. It is a popular choice internationally
because it develops employability skills, offers clear progression pathways to universities and careers, and
allows learners to specialise in subjects aligned with their interests and future ambitions.

Exam Boards

There is freedom of choice in the UK system, which means that if a school wants to deliver a subject to
GCSE, it can choose, to an extent, the subject content and how it is examined. Several different exam
boards offer the same subjects.

Typically, schools will pick the exam board whose syllabus best matches what the school wants to deliver
and what they feel is in the best interest of their pupils.

A UK organisation called Ofqual (Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regulation) is there to ensure
standards are the same between exam boards. So, it makes no difference if a student sits an GCSE/IGCSE
offered by one exam board or another. The final grade is worth the same.

The most common British exam boards are:

« Cambridge Assessment International Education (CAIE)
» Pearson Edexcel

« AQA

Assessment and Awards

IGCSEs do not result in one single grade, score or level. A separate grade is awarded for each subject. So,
how well a student has done depends on how many IGCSEs have been passed, and what grades have been
achieved in each.

The awards are made by the exam boards, totally independently of the school, and according to strict
regulations.

The majority of courses end with examinations in April - June of Year 11. These examinations are very for-
mal and are set and marked externally by the exam board.

In addition, some courses include an element of coursework. This is special work completed which may be
marked internally or externally by the exam board and counts towards a percentage of the final mark.

Each subject is awarded a grade following either the 9-1 marking system: 9, 8,7, 6, 5, 4, 3, 2 or 1, with

9 being the highest grade attainable or A* to G: A*, A, B, C, D, E, F, G with A* being the highest grade
attainable. The reason for the two grading systems is that the IGCSEs are currently under reform, which
means that some subjects are still using the older marking grades A*- G. Both grading systems are valid
and accepted by colleges and universities.

UK schools, universities and employers typically only recognise grades 9 to 4 or A* to C as a pass.



The diagram gives an explanation in terms of how the new 9-1 scale maps to the older A* - G
grading system.
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What follows after the IGCSE?
The results of GCSE/IGCSE/BTEC exams are used as criteria to progress on to study International A levels
or higher BTEC qualifications in the Sixth Form (Year 12 and Year 13).

Entry into the Sixth Form does depend on how well you do in your courses. During the final year of
studying IGCSEs, students and parents are given clear advice about how to apply and what grades you will
need to achieve to study particular courses.

The results are also used by universities when making prospective offers to students hoping to study there.
The qualifications are not used to gain entry but may be used to inform terms of entry. GCSE/IGCSE/
BTECs give an early, and very accurate, indicator of academic potential.

Advice on Choosing Subjects

This is an exciting opportunity for all pupils, and they should choose subjects they enjoy and suit their
interests, skills and future career ambitions. When deciding upon choices, the following should be taken
into consideration:

* What are the subjects you want to do and will enjoy doing?

*  What is your progress like in these subjects? Will you be successful?

»  What will your choices lead to in the Sixth Form, college or employment?
* What career is most suitable for you?

* What are your skills?






DO DON'T

Talk to parents, tutors and subject teachers about Choose a subject because a friend is doing it. This

courses and your capacity to be successful. is about your future, and it shouldn’t be based on

Read the subject details in this booklet carefully and  anything other than your aspirations.

ask if more information is required. Choose a subject because you like a particular

Opt for a balanced choice of subjects to keep your  teacher.

future options open. Avoid a subject because of your experience being

Be realistic about your ability — choose a subject taught by a particular teacher.

that you will be capable of succeeding in and that Be misled by the title of the subject into thinking

will challenge you. you need it for a career without fully investigating it
first.

*Please note that if a sufficient number of students do not select a subject, it will not run as a subject
choice for students to study.

Instead, those students will be offered other viable subjects within the option block.

Assessment Overview

Every course is assessed through a mixture of examinations and coursework. Coursework assessments are
tasks completed under a teacher’s supervision. Examinations cannot be avoided; however, parents,
students and schools should consider which mixture of assessment would be most suitable.

Examination Coursework
Exam Board Percentage Percentage
e Accounting Cambridge 100% 0%
e Arabic - 1st Language Cambridge 100% 0%
e Arabic - 2nd Language Cambridge 100% 0%
e Arabic- MFL Cambridge 75% 25%
e Artand Design Cambridge 50% 50%
e Business Studies Cambridge 100% 0%
e Business BTEC Level 2 Pearson Edexcel 0% 100%
e Drama Cambridge 40% 60%
e DT (Design & Technology) Pearson Edexcel 50% 50%
e English Pearson Edexcel 100% 0%
e Environmental Management Cambridge 50% 50%
e  Food & Nutrition AQA 50% 50%
e French - MFL Pearson Edexcel 100% 0%
* Geography Pearson Edexcel 100% 0%
*  Global Perspectives CAIE 35% 65%
e History Pearson Edexcel 100% 0%
e ICT (Information, Cambridge 100% 0%
Communication & Technology)
e Maths Cambridge 100% 0%
e Music Pearson Edexcel 40% 60%
*  PE (Physical Education) Pearson Edexcel 60% 40%
e Science (Biology, Chemistry Pearson Edexcel 100% 0%
and Physics)
e Sport BTEC Level 2 Pearson Edexcel 0% 100%
e Travel & Tourism BTEC Level 2 Pearson Edexcel 0% 100%




COMPULSORY SUBJECT OVERVIEW

The following subjects are part of the compulsory curriculum. This means that all students will have the
following subjects as part of their timetable.

English (IGCSE examined course)

e English Language A (English as a First Language)
e English Language (English as a Second Language)
e English Literature

English as a First Language, English as a Second Language and English Literature

English Language will be offered to all students. The decision upon which IGCSE course to take will be
determined by the school and based on academic progress.

Arabic (IGCSE examined course)

e Arabic (Arabic as a First language)

e Arabic (Arabic as a Second language)
e Arabic (Arabic as a Foreign language)

All students will study the Ministry of Education Arabic courses in Year 10 and Year 11. For those students
who wish to also pursue an IGCSE examined course in Arabic, the school will help support students in
doing so. These courses are designed to cater for native and non-native speakers and the decision upon
which IGCSE course to take will be determined by the school and based on academic progress and Arabic
fluency. Islamic, Moral Education and Social Studies will continue through Year 10 and Year 11 in accordance
with the KHDA regulations and guidelines.

Mathematics (IGCSE examined course)
* |GCSE mathematics (all pupils to sit the IGCSE maths)

All students will study the IGCSE mathematics course. However, those with an excellent ability in
mathematics will be given an opportunity to pursue a further IGCSE qualification named Additional
Mathematics.

Science (IGCSE examined course)

* Triple Science: Biology, Chemistry, Physics
e Science — Double award

e Science - Single award

Biology, Chemistry and Physics are studied by all students. The most able will be selected and offer to
study them as three separate sciences named Triple Science. Other students may study Double or Single
Award IGCSE courses. The decision upon which IGCSE course to take will be determined by the school and
based on academic progress.

Students will only take the Single Award if he/she is not intending to progress to further scientific study.

Physical Education (non-assessed)

Core (non-assessed) PE will enable all pupils to participate in regular physical activity. There are many physi-
cal benefits of exercise which are widely advertised but research also shows that physical activity can boost
self-esteem, mood, sleep quality and energy, as well as reducing and alleviating stress and tension.

Students will participate in a range of activities including invasion games, net games, individual activities
and fitness-based activities.

There will be opportunities for students to show leadership skills in both coaching and officiating roles
through the blocks of study.



Posana and Character Education (non-assessed)

This programme will allow students to discuss and learn about a wide variety of topics which affect them
in the twenty first century. Lessons will include discussions about their own well being and responsibilities
as well as developing the transferable skills of empathy, critical thinking, debate and respect for others. All
lessons will link to the AGS values we all abide by.

University and Careers (non-assessed)

Throughout Year 10 and Year 11, AGS will strive to meet the Gatsby Benchmarks ensuring all students have
access to high quality university and careers lessons and guidance from our inhouse university counsellor.
This is a bespoke programme - unique to AGS - is tailored to help students prepare for future university
applications, job applications and future careers. Students also develop a variety of key skills from leader-
ship to public speaking through the activities in class which help to strengthen their applications and equip
them for undergraduate studies.

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS

DETAILED SUBJECT INFORMATION

English Lanquage A - (English as a First Lanquage)
Course Code - 4EA

Introduction

English as a First Language is a rigorous and challenging course designed for native speakers of English
and highly competent second-language learners. Pupils will develop advanced reading comprehension,
learning how to analyse texts closely for the writer’s purpose, techniques, and effect. Alongside this, they
will refine their ability to write in a range of forms, such as news articles, speeches, descriptive and narra-
tive writing, producing work to a professional standard. The course also encourages redrafting and editing,
preparing pupils for academic writing at IGCSE and beyond.

Course and Assessment (Examination only)
Exam Board — Peason Edexcel

e Paper 1: Non-Fiction Reading and Transactional Writing.
Pupils sit a written exam where they study two unseen non-fiction texts and answer comprehension,
analysis and comparison questions (Part A). In the second section, they produce one piece of transac-
tional writing, for example a speech, article, or formal letter (Part B).

e Paper 2: Poetry and Prose Anthology with Imaginative Writing.
In this exam, pupils answer an essay question on a studied poem or prose text from the set anthology,
focusing on how language, form and structure create meaning (Part A). They then complete a piece of
imaginative writing (a description or a narrative) to showcase creativity, technical accuracy and flair (Part
B).

Examination
* Paper 1is assessed by a 2-hour examination and is worth 60% of the final mark.
* Paper 2 is assessed by a 1 hour 30-minute examination and is worth 40% of the final mark.

Entry Requirements
There are no entry requirements, but the course has been designed for pupils who are able to write English
to near a native speaker standard.

Why English Language A?

Whilst the study of English is compulsory, Pearson Edexcel IGCSE English first language is important as it
aims to develop successful readers, writers, listeners, speakers and thinkers. The emphasis is on language
skills. It encourages pupils to use relevant vocabulary, precise grammar, spelling and punctuation and to
demonstrate an awareness of purpose and audience.




English Language - (English as a Second Lanquage)
Course Code - 4ES1

Introduction

This course is aimed at pupils who are not native speakers of English but who need to develop strong
practical communication skills in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. It focuses on everyday English for
academic and real-world contexts rather than literary analysis.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board — Peason Edexcel

This course develops learners’ ability to use English effectively for practical, everyday communication and
provides a strong foundation for further study or employment where English is the medium of instruction.
Pupils will build confidence across the four key skills of reading, writing, listening and speaking, while also
developing their awareness of how language works and how it can be used in different contexts.

Pearson Edexcel IGCSE English as a Second Language offers pupils the opportunity to improve their
practical communication skills. Through the Reading and Writing paper, learners encounter a range of text
types (such as articles, reports, and letters) and practise selecting relevant details, distinguishing between
explicit and implied meaning, and writing for different audiences and purposes. The Listening paper
develops the ability to understand the main ideas and details from a variety of spoken material, including
interviews, announcements, and conversations. Pupils may also complete a Speaking Endorsement, in
which they engage in short discussions, respond to questions, and present ideas clearly and accurately.

Pearson Edexcel IGCSE English as a Second Language enables learners to become confident, independent
users of English and to apply their skills in a variety of real-world contexts.

Examination
All students must sit both Paper 1 (Reading & Writing) and Paper 2 (Listening). These two papers together
make up the full IGCSE grade.

Paper 1: Reading and Writing (2 hours, 66%)
* This paper is split into two sections:
o Section A - Reading: Comprehension questions on non-fiction texts (identify detail, infer
meaning, compare ideas, and summary writing).
o Section B — Writing: Short and extended writing tasks, such as letters, articles, reports, or es
says, written for different audiences and purposes.

Paper 2: Listening (50 minutes, 34%)

* This paper is not divided into parts. Pupils listen to a series of spoken texts (announcements,
conversations, interviews, talks) and answer questions in various formats (multiple choice, form-filling,
note-taking, etc.).

Speaking Endorsement (Optional)

* Conducted separately, not split into sections - usually an interview-style task with short conversation,
individual talk, and follow-up discussion. The optional Speaking Endorsement is separate and does not
affect the overall grade (it is reported as a separate A-E grade).

English Literature
Course Code - 4ET1

Introduction

During the English Literature course, pupils will explore a wide range of texts from English literary history.
They will advance their essay-writing skills to a high level and prepare for written examinations in which
they respond to different literary texts. This course is not just about reading; it requires pupils to combine
their knowledge of history, society, and human behaviour and apply it to a set of texts that aim to deepen
their understanding of the world.



Pearson Edexcel IGCSE English Literature offers pupils the opportunity to read, interpret, evaluate and re-
spond to a wide range of literary texts in English. The course covers drama, prose, and poetry, from Shake-
speare through to modern literature, allowing pupils to develop both analytical and personal responses to
texts. It enables learners to deepen their understanding of how writers use language, form, and structure
to convey meaning and create impact. The course also encourages pupils to explore universal themes and
issues through the study of literature, while also reading for enjoyment.

Studying set texts drawn from the three main forms of literature — prose, poetry and drama, pupils will be

expected to:

¢ Gain detailed knowledge of the content of set texts.

¢ Understand the meanings of literary texts and the historical, cultural, and social contexts in which they
were produced.

e Explore texts beyond surface meaning to develop deeper awareness of ideas, perspectives, and
themes.

® Recognise and appreciate the ways in which writers use language, structure, and literary techniques to
create meaning and effect.

e Communicate a well-informed, sensitive, and personal response to literary texts.

Paper 1: Poetry and Modern Prose (2 hours - 60%)

* Part A - Poetry: Pupils answer one essay question on a poem from the Pearson anthology. They may
also be asked to compare it with another poem from the collection.

* Part B - Modern Prose: Pupils answer one essay question on a modern prose text they have studied (for
example Of Mice and Men or To Kill a Mockingbird).

Paper 2: Modern Drama and Literary Heritage Texts (1 hour 30 minutes — 40%)

® Part A - Modern Drama: Pupils answer one essay question on a modern drama text studied in class
(such as An Inspector Calls or A View from the Bridge).

e Part B - Literary Heritage: Pupils answer one essay question on a literary heritage text, usually a
Shakespeare play.

There are no entry requirements, but the course has been designed for pupils who are able to study a
novel and Shakespeare with confidence. Pupils must feel comfortable with closed text or ‘no-book’
examinations. The English Literature IGCSE is designed for pupils who are able to write English to a near
native speaker standard.

Pupils following the Pearson Edexcel International GCSE English Literature course will develop a lifelong
appreciation of reading and a deeper understanding of how writers create meaning across different times,
cultures and genres.

Mathematics

Introduction

Mathematics is one of the only subjects that is found naturally in our world, meaning that it is one of the
first things we learn as humans. Therefore, such an emphasis is put on learning mathematics, as it has

the power to open doors into so many other subjects. Mathematics enables us to master skills such as
reasoning, problem solving and creativity in almost every lesson. These skills are important in everyday life
in ways you might never recognise, yet without them you are unable to investigate the world around you.




Course and Assessment
Exam board - CAIE

The course has two tiers; core which allows pupils to achieve a grade of 1-5 and extended which makes
candidates eligible for grades 1-9. Both tiers assess their assessment by assessing pupils on their
knowledge of numbers, algebra, shape and space, probability and statistics. There are no coursework
requirements for this IGCSE.

Pupils will learn in-depth knowledge and skills around the following content:

*  Numbers: Set notation and language, accuracy, ratio and proportion.

e Algebra: Graphs of functions and straight lines, manipulation, equations and inequalities, functions,
indices and linear programming.

® Shapes and Spaces: Geometrical relationships, angle properties, trigonometry, mensuration, vectors,
matrices, symmetry and transformations.

* Probability and Statistics: Percentages and fractions.

Examination - Core
Paper 1 is assessed by an 80-mark, 1 hour 30-minute examination which is worth 50% of the final mark. Use
of a calculator is not allowed.

Paper 3 is assessed by an 80-mark, 1 hour 30-minute examination which is worth 50% of the final mark. Use
of a calculator is allowed.

Examination - Extended
Paper 2 is assessed by a 2-hour, 100-mark examination which is worth 50% of the final mark. Use of a
calculator is not allowed.

Paper 4 is assessed by a 2-hour, 100-mark examination which is worth 50% of the final mark. Use of a
calculator is allowed.

The Mathematics Department will select the appropriate pathway (Core or Extended) for each pupil during
the course.

It provides a challenge, has clear instructions and typically you know when you are right. When you solve a
problem, it offers you a feeling of excitement and satisfaction. It is important to have a strong

foundation in mathematics to be successful in most other subject areas, including biology, chemistry,
physics, ICT, economics, music and many other areas. Mathematics is about pattern and structure, and the
maths behind these patterns can be used to explain and control natural phenomena around us.

Science

The comprehensive range of Science IGCSEs listed all share the same aims and objectives while at the
same time providing different levels of depth to meet all our individual pupils’ needs. Each course contains
a programme of study that will fully engage pupils, support the best possible outcomes at IGCSE and
enable successful progression to A Level and beyond, except for the Single Award Science which does not.

The aims and objectives of all science qualifications are to enable pupils to:

® Learn about unifying patterns and themes in science and use them in new and changing situations.

* Acquire knowledge and understanding of scientific facts, terminology, concepts, principles and
practical techniques.
Apply the principles and concepts of science, including those related to the applications of science, to
different contexts.
Evaluate scientific information, making judgements based on this information.
Appreciate the practical nature of science, developing experimental and investigative skills based on
correct and safe laboratory techniques.
Analyse, interpret and evaluate data and experimental work and reporting scientific methods in
science.
Select, organise and present relevant information clearly and logically using appropriate vocabulary,
definitions and conventions.
Develop a logical approach to problem solving in a wider context.




Triple Science: Biology, Chemistry and Physics

Introduction

The triple science course consists of individual IGCSE courses in biology, chemistry and physics.
Essentially pupils will be covering a greater breadth and depth of science than if they followed the double
award science route.

Course and Assessment
Exam board — Edexcel

Content

The triple science course consists of individual IGCSE courses in biology, chemistry and physics.
Essentially pupils will be covering a greater breadth and depth of science than if they followed the double
award science route.

The objectives of the course are for pupils to further appreciate and understand How Science Works. To
develop pupils’ understanding of higher-level biology, chemistry and physics, to develop pupils’
questioning, analytical and evaluative approach to scientific problems and issues. To bridge the gap
between IGCSE and GCE A-level science courses. This route through the IGCSE science course will enable
pupils to attain 3 separate science IGCSEs.

Skills that will be developed will be the ability to plan investigations and to analyse, interpret and evaluate
data; the ability to critically evaluate science in the news and to appreciate the processes that scientists go
through to collect evidence and develop theories.

Skills developed fall into four main areas: knowledge and understanding (including science as an evidence
based discipline, the collaborative nature of science, how scientific theories develop and the limitations of
science), practical skills (planning, obtaining and presenting evidence, interpreting data, evaluating a
method), working scientifically (data, evidence, theories and explanations, practical and enquiry skills,
communication skills, applications and implications of science) and mathematical skills (applying
mathematics).

The pupils will achieve 3 separate IGCSE qualifications — one in biology, one in chemistry and one for
physics.

Biology

Course code: 4BI1

Introduction

Biology is the study of living organisms, divided into many specialised fields that cover their morphology,
physiology, anatomy, behavior, origin, and distribution.

Course and Assessment
Exam board — Edexcel

Content

The subject will cover core content of:

® The nature and variety of living organisms
Structures and functions in living organisms
Reproduction and inheritance

Ecology and the environment

Biology resources

Examination

Paper 1 (4BI1/1B and 4SD0/1B) is assessed by a 2 hour written examination which is worth 61.1% of the
final mark.

Paper 2 (4BI1/2B) is assessed by a 1 hour 15 minute written examination which is worth 38.9% of the final
mark.

No practical coursework will be formally assessed.

Pupils will be tasked with answering a mixture of different question styles, including multiple choice
questions, short answer questions, calculations and extended open response questions. A calculator may
be used in the examinations.



We study biology to understand the natural world
around us. It will help pupils to understand the
physical makeup of their own body. Apart from the
obvious benefits of knowing how your own body
works, Biology also involves the study of non-human
animals, helping us to understand that we are simply
one species among millions.




Chemistry

Course code: 4CH1

Introduction

Chemistry is the branch of science that deals with the identification of the substances of which matter is
composed; the investigation of their properties and the ways in which they interact, combine, and change;
and the use of these processes to form new substances.

Course and Assessment
Exam board — Edexcel

Content

The subject will cover core content of:
*  Principles of chemistry

* Inorganic chemistry

®  Physical chemistry

e Organic chemistry

Examination

Paper 1 (4CH1/1C and 4SD0/1C) is assessed by a 2 hour written examination which is worth 61.1% of the
final mark.

Paper 2 (4CH1/2C) is assessed by a 1 hour 15 minute written examination which is worth 38.9% of the final
mark.

No practical coursework will be formally assessed.

Pupils will be tasked with answering a mixture of different question styles, including multiple choice
questions, short answer questions, calculations and extended open response questions. A calculator may
be used in the examinations.

Why Chemistry?

In a world with a growing population and diminishing resources, chemistry can only become more
important as we seek to improve further our quality of life. Even for those who will not be directly involved
in science, an educated citizen should be informed enough to understand scientific issues and debate. Any
intellectually curious person is likely to have some interest in what matter is made of and why it behaves in
the way it does.

Physics

Course code: 4PH1

Introduction

Physics is the branch of science concerned with the nature and properties of matter and energy. The
subject matter of physics, distinguished from that of chemistry and biology, includes mechanics, heat, light
and other radiation, sound, electricity, magnetism, and the structure of atoms.

Course and Assessment
Exam board — Edexcel

Content

The subject will cover core content of:
Forces and motion

Electricity

Waves

Energy resources and energy transfer
Solids, liquids and gases

Magnetism and electromagnetism
Radioactivity and particles
Astrophysics



Examination

Paper 1 (4PH1/1P and 4SD0/1P) is assessed by a 2 hour written examination which is worth 61.1% of the
final mark.

Paper 2 (4PH1/2P) is assessed by a 1 hour 15 minute written examination which is worth 38.9% of the final
mark.

No practical coursework will be formally assessed.

Pupils will be tasked with answering a mixture of different question styles, including multiple choice ques-
tions, short answer questions, calculations and extended open response questions. A calculator may be
used in the examinations.

Why Physics?
Physics is the effort to define and understand natural laws. It is a demanding subject but rewards the effort

put in. Not only is it an ideal subject for those curious about, for example, why the sky is blue or how their
smartphones and tablets work, but it also trains the mind. In the habits of accuracy, logical and critical
analysis, integrity and safety, it gives pupils an understanding of the power of the scientific method, and
some ability in the universal language of science. The IGCSE course also requires pupils to address

important work issues such as sustainable energy use.

Science - Double Award

Course code: 4SD0O

Introduction

The qualification is designed for pupils who may intend to progress to further scientific study at A Level
and beyond. It contains up-to-date content reflecting the latest thinking in the subject. The science course
consists of equally weighted units in Biology, Chemistry and Physics. The course encourages pupils to be
inspired, motivated and challenged by following a broad, coherent and practical learning journey. The
course gives pupils the opportunity to experience science within the context of their general education and

prepare for more advanced courses in science and for other courses that require knowledge of science.

Course and Assessment

Exam board — Edexcel

Content

Skills that are developed fall into four main areas: knowledge and understanding (including science as an
evidence based discipline, the collaborative nature of science, how scientific theories develop and the
limitations of science), practical skills (planning, obtaining and presenting evidence, interpreting data,
evaluating a method), working scientifically (data, evidence, theories and explanations, practical and
enquiry skills, communication skills, applications and implications of science) and mathematical skills.

Paper 1: Biology Paper 2: Chemistry Paper 3: Physics

2-hour written examination 2-hour written examination 2-hour written examination

The total number of marks is 110, 33.3% The total number of marks is 110, 33.3% The total number of marks is 110, 33.3%

of the total international GCSE of the total international GCSE of the total international GCSE
Content summary Content summary Content summary
Topics covering core content areas: Topics covering core content areas: Topics covering core content areas:
1. The nature and variety of living 1. Principle of chemistry Forces and motion
organisms 2. Inorganic chemistry Electricity
2. Structures and functions in living 3. Physical chemistry Waves
organisms 4.  Organic chemistry Energy resources and energy tranfers

Solids, liquids and gases
Magnetism and electromagnetism
Radioactivity and particles
Astrophysics

Reproduction and inheritance
Ecology and the environment
Use of biological resources
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The final mark is a combined percentage from all 3 scientific subjects to create a combined percentage.
This culminates in a scientific IGCSE qualification equivalent to 2 IGCSEs, hence the name double award.
No practical coursework will be formally assessed.

Science - Single Award

Introduction

This single science qualification includes a reduced amount of content when compared to the triple science
and double award science qualifications. The content is designed for pupils who may have missed a
significant amount of biology, chemistry and physics or double award material.

Course and Assessment
Exam board — Edexcel

Content

Pupils will only take the single award if, following a discussion with parents, it is felt that the pupil involved
may achieve a creditable grade that would not be gained when taking the more in-depth alternatives. This
qualification is designed for pupils who are unlikely to progress to further scientific study at A Level, but
still gain a solid overview of biology, chemistry and physics. The qualification is still assessed to the same
standard as the triple science and double award science IGCSEs.

Paper 1: Biology Paper 2: Chemistry Paper 3: Physics
1-hour and 10 minutes written 1-hour and 10 minutes written 1-hour and 10 minutes written
examination examination examination

The total number of marks is 60, 33.3% of | The total number of marks is 60, 33.3% of | The total number of marks is 60, 33.3% of

the total international GCSE the total international GCSE the total international GCSE
Content summary Content summary Content summary
Topics covering core content areas: Topics covering core content areas: Topics covering core content areas:
1. The nature and variety of living 1. Principle of chemistry Forces and motion
organisms 2. Inorganic chemistry Electricity
2. Structures and functions in living 3. Physical chemistry Waves
organisms 4. Organic chemistry Energy resources and energy tranfers

Solids, liquids and gases
Magnetism and electromagnetism
Radioactivity and particles
Astrophysics

3. Reproduction and inheritance
4. Ecology and the environment
5.  Use of biological resources

NGO RWN =

No practical coursework will be formally assessed.

Arabic - (Arabic as a First Language)

Introduction

The combination of knowledge and skills in Cambridge IGCSE First Language Arabic gives learners a solid
foundation for further study. Learning this subject, pupils will have good understanding, enjoying and
appreciating Arabic language. Improving critical thinking ability through wide reading; developing skills of
critical evaluation, analysis, synthesis; deepen understanding and appreciation of Arabic culture and classi-
cal texts.

Please be aware that at time of writing the Arabic First Language GCSE does not count towards equiva-
lency within the UAE but it does in most other jurisdictions. Please check the equivalent rules within home
countries to see if this is relevant to your child’s future study. Studying IGCSE Arabic does not replace the
mandatory MOE Arabic studies at AGS.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board — CAIE




Content

The Cambridge IGCSE first language Arabic syllabus is designed for learners whose first language is Arabic.
The syllabus develops learners' ability to communicate clearly, accurately and effectively. The pupils will
learn how to employ a wide-ranging vocabulary, use correct grammar, spelling and punctuation, and
develop a personal style and an awareness of the audience being addressed.

The Arabic texts will cover a range of genres and types, including fiction and non-fiction, essays, reviews
and articles.

Learners are also encouraged to read widely, both for their own enjoyment and in order to develop an
appreciation of how writers achieve their effects.

Examination
Paper 1 is assessed by a 2 hour 15 minute examination which is worth 50% of the final mark. Pupils will
answer structured and extended writing questions on the content of reading, directed writing and Arabic.

Paper 2 is assessed by a 2 hour examination which is worth 50% of the final mark. Pupils will answer
questions based on Arabic writings.

Entry Requirements

There are no entry requirements, but the course has been designed for pupils who are able to write Arabic
to near a native speaker standard. The Arabic Department will give guidance as to the suitability of this
course.

Arabic - (Arabic as a Second Lanquage)

Introduction
Cambridge IGCSE (Arabic as a Secondary Language) is a two-year course, offering pupils the opportunity
to develop practical communication skills in listening, speaking, reading and writing.

Cambridge IGCSE Arabic as a Secondary Language will enable learners to become independent users of
Arabic and to use Arabic effectively in a variety of practical contexts (non-fiction).

Course and Assessment
Exam Board-CAIE

Content

Listening: 20% of total score, in Component 3

e Understand factual information and ideas from a range of sources, such as a recorded phone message,
news or weather report, travel broadcast, interview, dialogue, memoir or telephone conversation

e Identify relevant information and select correct details from a range of sources

Speaking 20% of total score, in Paper 2

e Communicate factual information, ideas and arguments

e Use arange of appropriate vocabulary and grammatical structure using suitable pronunciation and
intonation

Reading 30% of total score, in Paper 1

e Understand public notices and signs (including timetables and advertisements)

e Identify and select correct details from simple texts

e Select and organise relevant information from a range of texts that are likely to be within the
experience of young people and reflecting the interests of people from varied cultural backgrounds,
such as blogs, brochures, emails, forms, imaginative writing, letters, magazines, newspapers and
webpages

Writing 30% of total score, in Paper 1

e Communicate factual information, ideas and arguments in short and extended writing tasks in appropri-
ate and accurate Arabic.

* Respond to a written stimulus and use appropriate register and style/format for the given purpose and
audience, such as an informal letter/email, an article, a report or view.

e Use arange of grammatical structures, punctuation and vocabulary.



All candidates take 3 components.

The reading passages and questions are printed in both traditional and simplified characters on the
question papers. Candidates may write their answers in either traditional or simplified characters.

The speaking test is assessed in Arabic only.
All candidates take:

Paper 1

e 2hours

e Reading and Writing
° 60%

e 60 marks

Written examination consisting of five exercises
that test a range of reading and writing skills.
Types of task include: information transfer,
short-answer questions, multiple-matching,
functional writing and extended writing.
Externally assessed

and:
Component 3

Approx.10-13 minutes

Speaking

20%

60 marks

The speaking test consists of three parts: candi-
dates give a two- to three-minute presentation,
followed by a short discussion with the examin-
er about the presentation, followed by a short
conversation with the examiner about general
topics.

Internally assessed and externally moderated

and:
Paper 2

Approx. 35-45 minutes

Listening

20%

30 marks

Written examination consisting of four exercise
that test listening skills.

Candidates listen to recording or short and v
longer spoken texts.

Types of task include: short-answer questions,
gap-fill sentences, information corrections and
multiple-choice questions.

Externally assessed

Arabic as a Second Language is for heritage pupils or non-heritage pupils who have been living in an Arabic
speaking community for a long time. These pupils are able to carry out communication tasks that are age
appropriate but may not be fully functional in their literacy skills in Arabic. There are no formal entry
requirements, however, the Arabic Department will give guidance as to the suitability of this course.

Arabic - (Arabic as a Foreign Lanquage)

Introduction
Cambridge IGCSE (Arabic as a Foreign Language) is a two-year course, offering pupils the opportunity
to develop the language proficiency required to communicate effectively in Arabic, offer insights into the
culture and society of countries and communities where Arabic is spoken.

The Cambridge IGCSE course aims to form a sound base of the skills, language and attitudes required for
progression to work or future study, either in Arabic or another subject area.

Course and assessment
Exam Board-CAIE




The subject content is organised in five broad topic areas (A-E below)

Everyday activities

Personal and social life

The world around us

The world of work

The international world

Candidates will be expected to read and understand a variety of written and spoken texts on familiar
topics.

Candidates will be required to demonstrate understanding for the main ideas, opinions and attitudes, as
well as select and extract relevant details and deduce the meaning of occasional unknown words from
context.

Candidates will also have opportunities to write in Arabic on familiar, everyday topics, and to speak the
language by taking part in everyday conversations.

All candidates will take 3 components.

The reading passages and questions are printed in both traditional and simplified characters on the
question papers. Candidates may write their answers in either traditional or simplified characters.

All candidates take: and:
Paper 1 - Listening Paper 2 - Reading
* Approximately 40 minutes * 1 hour 15 minutes
* 25% * 25%
e Candidates listen to a number of recordings and ¢ Candidates read a number of texts and answer
answer multiple-choice and matching questions. multiple-choice and matching questions as well
e Externally assessed as questions requiring short answers.
e Externally assessed
and:
Paper 3 - Speaking and:
* Approximately 10 minutes Paper 4 - Writing
° 25% e 1 hour 15 minutes
¢ Candidates complete one role play and e 25%
conversation on two topics. * Candidates complete one form-filling task, one
e Internally assessed and externally moderated directed writing task and one task in the format

of an email/letter or article/blog.
e Externally assessed

Entry requirements
Arabic as a Foreign Language is for non-native/non-heritage pupils. The course places a greater emphasis

on listening, speaking and reading skills, while pupils will also be required to write approximately two/three
hundred Arabic characters from memory. There are no formal entry requirements, however, the Arabic
Department will give guidance as to the suitability of this course.







Pupils need to choose subject/s from the option blocks. We advise you to read the information contained
in this booklet to help guide you in making the right choices. Pupils may also want to have a conversation
with their subject teachers as to the suitability of them selecting their subject.

We have put together option blocks that offer student pathways for different university and career routes.
Option blocks are required by a school to allow subjects to be timetabled efficiently and effectively. We
understand that sometimes options blocks do not always offer students their first choice of subjects, how-
ever, many of our subjects offer similarities in skills and core knowledge that allows the students to study a
related alternative. The options blocks can be found on the school website.

Accounting (Students must be achieving Grade 7 or above in Maths to gain entry
to this course)

Accounting encourages learners to be: confident, in using accounting terminology and concepts, selecting
and analysing data to make informed recommendations and communicating these effectively to stakehold-
ers responsible, through considering the ethical concerns affecting accounting stakeholders and society
reflective, by considering how quantitative data, as well as qualitative information available, helps form
evaluative decisions innovative, in understanding the rapidly changing pace of technology in accounting
and identifying how it can be used to enhance problem solving engaged, through developing an interest in
the enormous impact accounting has on both the private and public sectors and small and large organisa-
tions across the world.

Exam Board — CAIE

The aims are to enable students to:

* explore the purpose and role of accounting for businesses, non-trading organisations and individuals,
as well as considering the impact on society as a whole

* build a confident working knowledge of key accounting terms, concepts, techniques and processes to
understand the skills required to succeed in this industry

* develop numeracy and literacy skills, as well as building confidence in communication, presentation,
interpretation, analysis and evaluation

* explore technological factors influencing the world of modern accounting to understand the
practicalities of the field

* develop an understanding of sustainability and ethical considerations and how these impact
accountants and business owners

* discover the impact and importance of accounting, inspiring an interest that could lead to further study
or employment.

All candidates take two papers. Candidates will be eligible for grades 9 to 1.

All candidates take: and
Paper 1 1 hour 30 minutes Paper 2 1 hour 30 minutes
Multiple Choice 30% Structured Written Paper 30%
40 marks 100 marks
Candidates answer 40 multiple-choice questions Candidates answer five compulsory questions

Externally assessed Externally assessed




Entry Requirements
Students must be achieving a Grade 7 or above in Maths to gain entry to this course.

Why Accounting?

Cambridge IGCSE (9-1) Accounting introduces learners to the wide-ranging opportunities which come with
having a firm grounding in the purpose and role of accounting. Studying this subject introduces learners

to the foundations of recording transactions all the way through to completing financial statements and
analysing the results to make the most positive decisions. These transferable skills are an ideal foundation
for further study and for a future career within accounting or related professions.

Art & Design

Introduction

The Cambridge IGCSE in Art & Design encourages learners to develop a personal response expressed
through a wide range of media and processes. The syllabus enables candidates to explore practical
and critical/contextual work, promoting both creative and intellectual growth. It is designed to nurture
independent thought, refine technical competence and encourage an understanding of art, craft and
design in historical and contemporary contexts.

Course and Assessment
Exam board — Cambridge IGCSE (0400) Art & Design

Content

The course is structured around two components which together provide a balanced and rigorous
assessment of artistic ability:

¢ Component 1: Coursework Portfolio (60%)

Candidates present a portfolio of work demonstrating knowledge, understanding and skills in Art &
Design. This body of work is based on themes set by the center, enabling sustained engagement,
exploration and refinement of ideas. Supporting studies must show evidence of research, investigation and
developmental processes leading to resolved outcomes.

e Component 2: Externally Set Assignment (40%)

An externally set paper provides a broad-based thematic starting point. Candidates undertake a
preparatory period to explore and develop a personal response through sustained investigation. The final
realization of work is completed within an eight-hour supervised examination, demonstrating indepen-
dence, focus and creativity.

The objectives of the Cambridge IGCSE Art & Design course are to enable candidates to:

e Cultivate creative and imaginative abilities, developing practical skills to communicate ideas, feelings
and meanings effectively.

e Strengthen investigative, analytical, experimental and interpretive capabilities, whilst fostering critical
and enquiring minds.

e Deepen aesthetic awareness and cultural understanding of art, craft and design across a variety of
times, places and societies.

e Develop personal attributes such as independence, confidence, resilience, perseverance, self-discipline
and commitment.

Skills Developed

Through the study of this course, candidates will:

* Record and analyse observations, experiences and ideas from a range of sources.

e Undertake purposeful research, gathering, selecting and organising visual, tactile and sensory materials
alongside contextual references.
Explore and experiment with media, processes and techniques, both traditional and contemporary.
Critically evaluate images, objects and artefacts, making considered and independent judgements
about their significance.

* Realise coherent and meaningful outcomes that articulate a personal creative journey.




Examination

Assessment is equally weighted across two compulsory components:

¢ Component 1 - Coursework Portfolio (50%)

A body of work based on a centre-devised theme, comprising supporting studies and one or more final
outcomes.

e Component 2 - Externally Set Assignment (50%)

A broad theme is provided by Cambridge International. Candidates complete a preparatory period fol-
lowed by an eight-hour supervised examination. Supporting studies are submitted alongside the final
outcome.

Coursework
Component 1 - A personal Portfolio in Art and Design which is worth 50% of the final mark. Alongside the
portfolio of work, pupils will also need to submit supporting evidence.

Entry Requirements

There are no formal entry requirements for this qualification. However, a genuine interest in visual culture,
a willingness to explore and experiment, and an enthusiasm for developing personal ideas are strongly
encouraged.

Why Art & Design?
Cambridge IGCSE Art & Design provides a stimulating framework for learners to explore personal creative
interests while acquiring transferable skills that extend well beyond the subject itself. The course:

* Encourages the development of technical competence and aesthetic sensitivity.
* Provides opportunities to engage with two- and three-dimensional processes, embracing both traditional
and digital media.
* Promotes independence and self-expression through the pursuit of individual themes and ideas.
e Equips learners with lifelong skills, including:
- Confidence and enthusiasm fostered through technical and creative achievement.
- The ability to approach and resolve problems in visual and tactile forms.
- The capacity to develop ideas from initial exploration to fully resolved outcomes.

The Cambridge IGCSE (0400) Art & Design is both challenging and rewarding. It offers a rich foundation
for further study at advanced levels and provides invaluable preparation for creative industries, as well as
transferable skills beneficial across all fields of study.

Future Opportunities
Completing Cambridge IGCSE Art & Design can lead to further study at A Level and opens pathways into
fields such as Fine Art, Architecture, Graphic Design, Fashion, and other creative industries.

Business Studies

Introduction

The IGCSE Business Studies syllabus develops learners' understanding of business activity in the public

and private sectors, and the importance of innovation and change. Learners find out how the major types
of business organisation are established, financed and run, and how their activities are regulated. Factors
influencing business decision-making are also considered, as are the essential values of cooperation and in-
terdependence. Pupils not only study business concepts and techniques but also enhance related skills such
as numeracy and enquiry. The syllabus provides both a foundation for further study at Cambridge Interna-
tional A Level and ideal preparation for the world of work.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board — CAIE




Content

Understanding business activity: This section introduces the underlying ideas and concepts of business and
includes the purpose and nature of business activity and how businesses can be classified. Enterprise and
entrepreneurs, and why some businesses grow while others remain small are further important issues. How
business size can be measured, types of business organisation, business objectives and stakeholder
objectives are the concluding topics.

People in business: The focus is the functional area of human resources and includes the importance and
methods of motivating a workforce. How businesses are organised and managed and the methods of
recruitment, selection and training of employees are also considered. Finally, the section covers the
importance and methods of effective internal and external communication.

Marketing: This section includes the role of marketing, the distinctions between niche and mass markets
and the techniques of market segmentation. The methods and importance of market research are covered.
The central role of the marketing mix, i.e. the four Ps, is made clear. Marketing strategies to influence
consumer decisions at home and in new foreign markets are the final topics in this section.

Operations management: The focus is the functional area of production and includes the meaning and
methods of production and how productivity can be increased. The different costs of production and
break-even analysis are covered. The section concludes with the importance and methods of achieving
quality in the production process and location decisions of businesses.

Financial information and decisions: This finance and accounting section covers the need for and sources of
business finance, cash-flow forecasting and working capital. Simple income statements are covered as well
as statements of financial position and the analysis of accounts including why and how accounts are used.
External influences on business activity: This section focuses on different external influences on business
activity and how these impact on a business. It includes government influences on economic, environmental
and ethical issues and how they impact on the functional areas of businesses. In addition, the international
economy including globalisation and its effects on businesses and governments, multinational businesses
and exchange rates are important issues.

Examination
Paper 1 is assessed by a 1 hour 30 minutes examination which is worth 50% of the final mark. Pupils are
tasked with answering four questions made up of short answers and structured data responses.

Paper 2 is assessed by a 1 hour 30 minutes case study examination which is worth 50% of the final mark.
Pupils will be given four questions based upon the case study, which is provided as an insert in the paper.

Entry Requirements

There are no formal entry requirements for this course. A knowledge of current affairs and the ability to
think critically would be a distinct advantage. Please refer to the additional booklet which outlines the entry
requirements to this subject in accordance with the school policy.

Why Business studies?
Cambridge IGCSE Business Studies is accepted by universities and employers as proof of an understanding
of business concepts and techniques across a range of different types of businesses.

Our pupils will be able to:

e Understand different forms of business organisations, the environments in which businesses operate
and business functions such as marketing, operations and finance.

* Appreciate the role of people in business success.

They will also gain lifelong skills, including:

e The ability to calculate and interpret business data.

e Communication skills needed to support arguments with reasons.

e The ability to analyse business situations and reach decisions or judgements.

The course gives a balance of knowledge and understanding to help develop the skills learners need for
their next steps in education or employment.



BTEC Business

Introduction

BTECs enable a learner-centered approach to education, with a flexible, unit-based structure and

knowledge applied to project-based assessments. BTECs focus on the holistic development of the

practical, interpersonal and thinking skills required to be successful in employment and higher education.

BTEC addresses these needs by offering:

* Arange of BTEC qualification sizes, each with a clear purpose, so that there is something to suit each
learner’s choice of study programme and progression plans.

* Internationally relevant content, which is closely aligned with employer and further education needs.

*  Assessments and projects chosen to help learners progress.

Course and Assessment

Qualifications, sizes and purposes at a glance

Size and structure Summary purpose
Pearson BTEC International Level 2 120 GLH Equivalent in size to one This qualification is designed to support
Award in Business International GCSE. Four units, of which learners who want an introduction to
three are mandatory and assessed by the sector through applied learning and
a Pearson Set Assignment. Mandatory for whom an element of business would
content (75%) be complementary. The qualification

supports progression to further study at
Level 3/pre-tertiary education as part of a
programme of study that includes BTEC
International Level 3 qualifications and/or
International A levels.

Assessment

Assessment is designed to fit the purpose and objective of the qualification. It includes a range of
assessment types and styles suited to vocational qualifications in the sector. All assessment is internal but
some mandatory units are assessed using Pearson Set Assignments.

Grading for units and qualifications

Achievement of the qualification requires demonstration of depth of study in each unit, assured acquisition
of a range of practical skills required for employment or for progression to higher education, and successful
development of transferable skills. Learners who achieve a qualification will have achieved across
mandatory units where applicable.

Units are assessed using a grading scale of Distinction (D), Merit (M), Pass (P) and Unclassified (U). All
mandatory and optional units contribute proportionately to the overall qualification grade, for example a
unit of 60 GLH will contribute double that of a 30 GLH unit.

Qualifications in the suite are graded using a scale of P to D*, or PP to DD. Please see Section 9
Understanding the qualification grade for more details. The relationship between qualification grading
scales and unit grades will be subject to regular review as part of Pearson’s standards monitoring
processes, on the basis of learner performance and in consultation with key users of the qualifications.



Pearson BTEC International Level 2 Award in Business

Mandatory units
There are 3 mandatory units, which are 3 set assignment units. Learners must complete and achieve a Pass
or above in all mandatory units.

Course and Assessment
Qualifications, sizes and purposes at a glance

Pearson BTEC International Level 2 Award in Business

‘ S Unit Title GLH Type How assessed

number
Mandatory units - learners complete and achieve all units

1 Business Purposes 30 Mandatory Set assignment
2 Business Organisations 30 Mandatory Set assignment
3 Financial Forecasting for 30 Mandatory Set assignment

Business

Optional units - learners must complete 1 optiona

4 The Marketing Plan 30 Optional Set assignment

Eligibility for an award
In order to be awarded a qualification, a learner must complete all units AND achieve a Pass or above in all
mandatory units unless otherwise specified.

To achieve any qualification grade, learners must:

e Complete and have an outcome (D, M, P or U) for all units within a valid combination

® Achieve the required units at Pass or above, abiding by the minimum requirements in the compensation
table below

*  Achieve the minimum number of points at a grade threshold.

Calculation of qualification grade

i ?
Award Why BTEC Business?
The BTEC Level 2 Diploma in Business is an ideal
120 GLH starting point for students aspiring to enter

the business world. This qualification provides
foundational knowledge and practical skills in key
areas such as marketing, finance, and customer
service, equipping learners with the expertise
needed to thrive in a business environment.
Whether you aim to advance your education or
Level 2 Pass 48 embark on a professional career, the BTEC Level
2 Diploma in Business offers a comprehensive
curriculum designed to enhance your

Level 2 Merit understanding of business concepts and
real-world applications

Points threshold

U 0

Level 2
Distinction

Level 2
Distinction*



Design & Technology (DT)

Design & Technology (DT) is a creative and practical subject where students learn how to design and make
products that solve real problems. It combines creativity with technical knowledge, encouraging students
to think critically, work independently, and innovate using a range of materials and digital tools. The course
develops skills that are essential for future careers in engineering, design, architecture, robotics, and
technology.

Exam board — Pearson Edexcel

Students will study core technical principles, including materials and their properties, manufacturing
processes, new and emerging technologies, sustainability, and environmental impact. They will also explore
designing and making principles such as user-centred design, ergonomics, inclusive design, and the use of
CAD/CAM technologies. Through practical application, students will design, prototype, and evaluate
products using a combination of traditional workshop skills and modern digital tools.

Component 1: Written Exam (50%).
Covers core technical principles and specialist material category.
Mixture of multiple-choice, short answer, and extended design questions.

Component 2: Non-Examined Assessment (NEA) (50%)

Students investigate a problem, develop ideas, create prototypes using CAD/CAM and workshop methods,
and evaluate their final design.

The NEA portfolio shows the full design journey: research — design — make — evaluate.

There are no formal entry requirements for GCSE Design & Technology, and the subject is open to all
students with an interest in designing and making. Students who are curious, creative, and willing to work
with both practical workshop skills and written design portfolios will do well. A steady grasp of maths and
science is helpful but the most important qualities are enthusiasm, and commitment to seeing projects
through from idea to finished product.

Design & Technology is an exciting subject that develops creativity, problem-solving, and innovation — skills
that are essential for the modern world. Students gain confidence using digital technologies such as CAD,
3D printing, and electronics, while also applying practical workshop skills to design and make products that
are functional, sustainable, and innovative. The subject provides a strong foundation for future study and
careers in fields such as engineering, architecture, product design, robotics, and technology. For students
who enjoy hands-on learning, creative challenges, and turning ideas into reality, DT is a highly rewarding
and engaging choice.




Drama

Introduction

Our approach in Cambridge IGCSE Drama encourages pupils to be:

Confident - developing practical skills to deliver dramatic performance for an audience.

Responsible - developing shared responsibility working with others and understanding the power of drama
to engage, influence and persuade.

Reflective - engaging with performance processes and using them to inform future practice.

Innovative - creating original dramatic work and formulating imaginative responses to existing repertoire.
Engaged - developing their enjoyment of drama to support their practical, intellectual and artistic growth.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board - CAIE

Content

Through practical and theoretical study, learners will develop an understanding and enjoyment of drama,
developing group and individual skills and studying ways to communicate ideas and feelings to an
audience. They will learn how to discover the performance possibilities of a text and other stimuli, and
devise dramatic material of their own. Learners will also develop their performance skills, the
demonstration of which will form part of the final assessment.

Skills will be developed through three assessable objectives, which together form the core of this IGCSE.
AO1 Knowledge and understanding of repertoire

Learners will demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of the process of moving from script to
performance, and can justify artistic choices as actor, director or designer.

AO2 Devising original drama
Learners will demonstrate their ability to devise and evaluate their own original pieces of drama.

AO3 Performance skills
Learners will demonstrate their performance skills and their ability to communicate effectively with an
audience.

Examination - written

Component 1 is assessed by a 2 hour 30 minutes examination which is worth 40% of the final mark. Pupils
will be tasked with answering structured and extended written answers to questions that encompasses
the whole content of the course, based on two pre-released texts and their own Devised Original Drama
performance.

Coursework

Component 2 is assessed through practical assessment which is worth 60% of the final mark. Pupils are to
submit three pieces of practical coursework; an individual performance based on an extract from a play, a
group performance based on an extract from a play and a group performance based on an original devised
piece.

Entry Requirements
There are no entry requirements for this IGCSE, however, an interest in the performing arts is essential.
Pupils also need strong English communication skills (spoken and written).

Why Drama?
Cambridge IGCSE Drama provides opportunities for learners to develop practical skills in performance,

both as an individual and within a group. Pupils will understand the artistic choices made by actors,
directors and designers in presenting performances for an audience. They will also learn about theatrical
styles and genres. Pupils will explore how to develop their own ideas in creating original drama.



Environmental Management

Introduction

Cambridge IGCSE Environmental Management develops a set of transferable skills including handling data,
planning fieldwork, using the scientific method and applying knowledge and understanding of scientific
facts and concepts to solve problems. The subject will focus on developing knowledge of a variety of
environmental contexts and apply appropriate scientific knowledge and theories to those contexts.
Students will learn about the significance of climate change, including the knowledge and skills required

to address climate-related challenges at local, national and global levels. They will evaluate strategies to
manage the impacts of environmental issues and develop a sense of awareness and consideration for the
welfare of the environment and all organisms and how they might be protected.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board — CAIE - Environmental Management (0680)

Content

The syllabus is divided into seven topics that have been designed to develop an understanding of both the
natural and human environment.

Natural resources

Land

Water

The atmosphere and human activities

Ecosystems, biodiversity and fieldwork

Natural hazards

Human population
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This revised syllabus will help students to develop knowledge and skills such as:

* Understanding environmental issues (local, national, global) and how human activity impacts natural
systems.

* Using and interpreting data and evidence (charts, graphs, maps) to analyse issues.
Planning investigations / fieldwork, spotting limitations, suggesting improvements.
Evaluating strategies for managing environmental issues and deciding between different options.

Examination

There are two externally assessed exam papers, and the weightage is 50% for each paper.

Paper 1: Principles of Environmental Management

1 hour 45 minutes- 80 marks

This paper consists of short-answer and structured questions with extended response questions based on
source material. Externally assessed

Paper 2: Environmental Management in Context

1 hour 45 minutes- 80 marks

This paper consists of short-answer, data processing and analysis, and extended response questions based
on source material

Entry Requirements
There are no entry requirements, and the course has been designed for learners who have knowledge
about natural resources and interest in environmental issues.

Why Environmental Management?

Environmental Management is an IGCSE subject that helps us understand how people interact with the
world around them and the challenges our planet faces, such as climate change, pollution, and the use of
natural resources. It brings together ideas from science, geography, and economics to show how we can
balance human needs with protecting the environment. By studying this subject, students will develop
important skills like problem-solving, critical thinking, and research, while also learning how to make
responsible choices for a sustainable future. It is a subject that connects directly to real life and prepares
you for future studies and careers in many fields.




Food and Nutrition

Introduction

This course follows the AQA Food Preparation and Nutrition specification, designed to provide students
with a balanced mix of theoretical knowledge and practical skills related to food. Throughout the course,
learners will explore key topics such as nutrition, food science, food safety, and cooking techniques. They
will develop the ability to plan, prepare, and cook a variety of dishes, while understanding the impact of
diet on health and wellbeing. The course aims to equip students with the skills and knowledge needed for
both everyday life and future careers in food, nutrition, and health-related industries.

Course and Assessment
AQA

Content

The AQA Food and Nutrition course is divided into three main areas of learning and assessment. First,
students build knowledge and understanding of nutrition and food science—this covers nutrients, healthy
eating, food safety, and where food comes from. Next, they learn to apply this knowledge by planning and
making informed food choices, understanding how to prepare meals that meet different dietary needs,

and practicing safe food handling. Finally, the course focuses on developing practical cooking skills, where
students prepare, cook, and present a variety of dishes, learning to adapt recipes and evaluate their results.
This structure ensures students not only understand the theory behind food and nutrition but also gain
hands-on experience in the kitchen.

Examination
1. Written Exams (50% of the final grade)

e Paper 1: Food Preparation and Nutrition (50%)
o Duration: 1 hour 45 minutes
o Focus: Food preparation, nutrition, food science, and food safety
o Format: Multiple-choice, short answer, and extended response questions
e Paper 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition (50%)
o Duration: 1 hour 30 minutes
o Focus: Food investigation and food preparation tasks (theory behind practical work)
o Format: Short and extended answer questions

2. Non-Exam Assessments (NEAs) (50% of the final grade)
e NEA 1: Food Investigation Task (15%)

o A scientific investigation related to food

o Students plan and carry out an experiment, then write a detailed report explaining the results
* NEA 2: Food Preparation Task (35%)

o A practical cooking task

o Students plan, prepare, cook, and present a final menu of three dishes

o Includes a written portfolio explaining their choices, skills, and nutrition

Entry Requirements
There are no formal requirements, however, students should have a genuine interest in food, nutrition, and
practical cooking skills. Good literacy and numeracy skills are recommended.

Why Food and Nutrition?

This course gives students the opportunity to develop valuable practical cooking skills through hands-on
lessons, while gaining a solid understanding of nutrition and food science. Learners will not only enjoy
learning how to prepare nutritious meals for themselves but also how to support others in making healthy
lifestyle choices. It's an excellent foundation for careers in nutrition, dietetics, culinary arts, food science,
and public health. Additionally, the course promotes awareness of food safety and sustainability, helping
students become informed, health-conscious individuals ready to make a positive impact.




French

Introduction

As well as being a working language, French is an official language of the United Nations, the European
Union, UNESCO, NATO, the International Olympic Committee, the International Red Cross and
international courts. Learning French opens up career opportunities, enriches your travel experiences,
unlocks educational resources, and lays the foundation for learning other Romance languages. French is
also an analytical language that structures thoughts and develops critical thinking.

The French IGCSE Course is designed for students who have had experience in studying the language in
order to enhance their future education or employment prospects and will help to foster listening, reading,
conversational and written French skills.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board - Edexcel

Content

The subject content is organised in five broad topic areas. These provide contexts for the acquisition of
vocabulary and the study of grammar and structures. The study of these topic areas enables pupils to gain
an insight into countries and communities where French is spoken. The five topic areas listed are:

e Everyday activities

Personal and social life

The world around us

The world of work

The international world

The syllabus gives pupils opportunities to develop and apply a wide range of foreign language skills.

Pupils will be expected to read and understand a variety of written and spoken texts on familiar topics.
Pupils will be required to demonstrate understanding of the main ideas, opinions and attitudes, as well as
select and extract relevant details and deduce the meaning of occasional unknown words from context.

They will also have opportunities to write in French on familiar, everyday topics, and to speak the language
by taking part in everyday conversations.

Examination

Paper 1 is assessed by a 45 minute examination which is worth 25% of the final mark. Pupils will listen to a
number of recordings and answer multiple choice and matching questions.

Paper 2 is assessed by a 1 hour examination which is worth 25% of the final mark. Pupils will read a number
of texts and answer multiple choice and matching questions as well as questions requiring short answers.

Paper 4 is assessed by a 1 hour examination which is worth 25% of the final mark. Pupils complete one
form-filling task, one directed writing task and one task in the format of an email/letter or article/blog.

Coursework
Paper 3 is assessed by a 10 minutes speaking examination which is worth 25% of the final mark. Pupils
complete one role play and conversations on two topics.

Entry Requirements
There are no entry requirements and the course has been designed for learners who have previously
studied French at Key Stage 3 and show a passion for languages.

Why French?
Edexcel IGCSE French develops a set of transferable skills for understanding and communicating in

everyday situations in French. Pupils begin to develop cultural awareness of countries and communities
where French is spoken. They acquire the essential linguistic skills required for progression to further
studies or employment.



Geography

The Pearson Geography Modular IGCSE course is designed to give students a clear, structured, and
engaging pathway to understanding the world around them. It is divided into manageable modules,
allowing learners to focus on specific themes such as physical geography, human geography, and
environmental issues. This flexible approach helps students build knowledge step by step, while also
developing key skills like map reading, data analysis, and critical thinking. The course not only prepares
students for examinations but also equips them with real-world insights into global challenges and
sustainable solutions.

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Geography (Modular)

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in Geography (Modular) consists of two mandatory units.
Unit 1: Physical Geography

e River environments

e Coastal environments

* Hazardous environments (including fieldwork from one of these topics)

Unit 2: Human Geography

e Economic activity and energy

® Rural environments

* Urban environments (including fieldwork from one of these topics)

* Global issues (Fragile environments and climate change, Globalisation and migration, Development and
human welfare)

Unit 1: Physical Geography- Externally assessed

1 hour and 10 minute examination in two sections and resource booklet.

Learners will be asked to answer two out of three questions in Section A and one out of three questions in
Section B.

Section A consists of multiple-choice, short answer, data-response and open-ended questions. Section B
requires learners to use knowledge and understanding from research and fieldwork that they have carried
out.

Learners must not take materials into the examination.

Number of raw marks allocated in the unit=70

Unit 2: Human Geography- Externally assessed

1 hour and 45 minute examination in three sections and resource booklet.

Learners will be asked to answer two out of three questions in Section A, one out of three questions in
Section B and one out of three questions in Section C.

Section A consists of multiple-choice, short answer, data-response and open-ended questions. Section B
requires learners to use knowledge and understanding from research and fieldwork that they have carried
out. Learners must not take materials into the examination.

Section C consists of multiple-choice, short answer, data-response and open-ended questions.

Number of raw marks allocated in the unit=105

Learners are required to undertake a geographical investigation involving fieldwork and research for each
unit.

There are no entry requirements and the course has been designed for learners who have previously
studied geography Humanities lessons at Grade 7 and 8 are designed to prepare pupils for the skills
needed at IGCSE.



Successful Geography candidates develop lifelong skills,

including:

® An understanding of the processes which affect physical
and human environments.

® An understanding of location on a local, regional and
global scale.

e The ability to use and understand geographical data and
information.

® An understanding of how communities around the world
are affected and constrained by different environments.

This modular assessment structure also offers learners
the flexibility to sit examinations when they are ready and
provides opportunities to resit individual unit assessments
before receiving an overall qualification grade.



Global Perspectives

Introduction

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives gives learners the opportunity to think about significant global
issues and to consider these from different perspectives. It develops a set of transferable skills in research,
analysis, evaluation, communication, collaboration and reflection. It encourages learners to construct
arguments, present views, work collaboratively, research, and reason and reflect on their place in

a connected world. These transferable skills will support student learning across all of their studies.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board - CAIE

Content

Young people face unprecedented challenges in an interconnected and information-heavy world, not least
in how they will gain a sense of their own active place in the world and cope with changes that will impact
on their life chances and life choices.

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives is interdisciplinary in nature. The syllabus gives learners the
opportunity to develop the skills they need to face global challenges in a connected and information-rich
world and to think about how best to live in a sustainable way. These challenges include how to cope with
changes that will have an impact on their life chances and choices and how to gain a sense of their own
active place in the world.

To support learners in facing these challenges, Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives develops a range of
skills, including:

e researching, analysing and evaluating information

developing and justifying a line of reasoning

reflecting on processes and on own learning

communicating information and reasoning

collaborating to achieve a common outcome.

These skills are transferable and useful for future study. Learners are encouraged to explore ideas from
others’ communities, countries and cultures. Through stimulating topics, they will explore issues of global
significance. They will learn to direct their own study and develop independent thought.

Examination

All candidates take three components.

e Component 1 is an externally assessed Written examination consisting of four compulsory questions,
based on a range of sourcepprovided with the question paper. Sources will present an issue of global
significance from a range of different perspectives — personal, local and/or national, global — and will be
on a topic from the topic list. The duration of the examination is 1 hour 25 minutes, and it is worth 70
marks. This component has 35% weightage to the final grade.

Coursework

Consists of components 2 and 3.

* Component 2 is an internally set and externally marked individual report worth 60 marks and has a
weightage of 30% to the final grade. Candidates research a significant global issue of their choice from
the topic list. They research a range of different perspectives — local and/or national and global - on
global issues and reflect on their own personal perspective. Candidates devise their own title and write
a report. The report must be 1500-2000 words and be written in continuous text.

e Component 3 is an internally marked and externally moderated team project worth 70 marks and has
a weightage of 35% to the final grade. Pupils work in teams to choose from the topic list and identify a
local issue. They devise and develop a collaborative project on an aspect of the issue considered from a
range of perspectives. The Team Project has two elements:

o Team Element (25 marks) where each team produces one explanation of research and planning
and one evidence of action. The explanation of research and planning must be 300-400 words.

o Personal Element (45 marks) where each candidate writes a reflective paper on their research,
contribution to the team element and their personal learning. The Reflective Paper must be
750-1000 words.



Entry Requirements
There are no entry requirements for this IGCSE, however an interest in critical thinking and reasoning is

encouraged.

Why Global Perspectives?
Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives provides opportunities for enquiry into, and reflection on, key
global issues from different perspectives: personal, local/national and global.

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives encourages awareness of global problems and offers a range of
opportunities to explore solutions through cooperation and collaboration. The course is not about getting
everybody to think identically; rather it is a matter of opening minds to the complexity of the world and of
human thought and encouraging empathy for the diversity of human experience and feeling.

History

Introduction

Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History 4XHI1 (Modular) is a modular qualification. The modular
assessment structure offers learners the flexibility to sit examinations when they are ready and provides
opportunities to resit individual unit assessments before receiving an overall qualification grade. All units
are available in the June and November exam series.

International GCSE (Modular) qualifications enable successful progression onto International A level and
beyond.

Course and Assessment

Exam Board — Pearson Edexcel

Content

With no compulsory topics and no forbidden combinations, the topic choices are diverse and international,

covering a broad geographical spread. The course aims to extend learners’ knowledge and understanding

by broadening and deepening skills; for example, learners develop the ability to:

e explain, analyse and make judgements about historical events and periods studied using second order
historical concepts

* use arange of source material to comprehend, interpret and cross-reference sources

* analyse and evaluate historical interpretations in the context of historical events studied.

This course encourages learners to raise questions and explore history from a diversity of perspectives,
including social, economic, cultural, and political. It balances a thorough knowledge and understanding of a
subject and helps to develop the skills learners need for their next steps in education or employment.

Examination

The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History (Modular) comprises two mandatory units and are

externally assessed.

* Paper 1is based on unit 1 focusing on two selected depth studies and comprises a mixture of
extended writing and essay-based questions. Learners answer two questions, one on each of the in-
depth studies they have studied. The duration of the examination is 1 hour 30 minutes, and it is worth
60 marks. This component has 50% weightage to the final grade.

* Paper 2 is based on unit 2 focusing on investigation and breadth studies and comprises two sections
with a mixture of extended writing and essay-based questions. Section A is based on a selected
historical investigation and section B on a breadth study in change. Learners answer two questions,
one question on their historical investigation and one question on their breadth study in change. The
duration of the examination is 1 hour and 30 minutes, and it is worth 60 marks. This component has
50% weightage to the final grade.



Entry Requirements

There are no formal entry requirements; however, the highest grades in History are obtained by those
pupils with strong literacy skills. Humanities lessons at Key Stage 3 are designed to prepare pupils for the
skills needed at IGCSE. Assessment of this qualification will be available in English only. Pearson Edexcel
recommends that learners have the ability to read and write in English at Level B2 of the Common
European Framework of Reference for Languages.

Why History?
History is a highly valued qualification by universities and employers. The assessment for this course does

not focus on the depth of a pupil’s knowledge of the events covered, but on the deployment of that
knowledge in formulating coherent arguments. It develops critical thinking and problem-solving skills
through evidence-based arguments. Understanding the cause and effect and appreciating complexities
provides essential context for innovation and application. The skills gained in digesting information and
forming a coherent analysis of a particular situation are widely applicable across many industries and en-
courage a more robust and appreciative scientific mindset.

ICT - Information and Communication Technoloqgy

Introduction

ICT within the global market has significant importance not only to commerce, business, and industry in the
present but also in the future with emerging technologies. Therefore, such an emphasis is put on learning
ICT, with lots of career opportunities this presents and its coherent link with other core subjects. Key skills
developed in ICT including analytical skills which enables us to master skills such as reasoning, problem
solving and creativity in almost every lesson. These key skills are vital in everyday life in providing newer,
better, and quicker ways for people to interact, network, seek help, gain access to information, and learn.
Besides its presence everywhere, Information and Communication Technology has an immense economic
significance.

These skills are transferable and useful for future study. Learners are encouraged to explore ideas from
others’ communities, countries and cultures. Through stimulating topics, they will explore issues of global
significance. They will learn to direct their own study and develop independent thought.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board - Cambridge

Content
Types and components of computer systems
Input and output devices
Storage devices and media
Networks and the effects of using them
The effects of using IT
ICT applications
The systems life cycle
Safety and security
Audience

. Communication

. File management

. Images

. Layout

. Styles

. Proofing

. Graphs and charts

. Document production

. Databases

. Presentations

. Spreadsheets

. Website authoring
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The ICT Cambrdige IGCSE is a course that is examined through three papers.

ICT Cambridge IGCSE
Examination
Assessment Overview

All candidtaes take three components. Candidates will be eligible for grades 9 to 1.

All candidates take:

1 hour 30 minutes

Paper 1

Theory
80 marks
Questions will be based on sections 1-21 of the subject
content

All questions are compulsory

Externally assessed

40%

2 hours 15 minutes
30%

Component 3

Spreadsheets and Website Authoring
70 marks

This test assesses the practical skills needed to use the
applications covered in sections 20 and 21 of the subject
content

Candidates must demonstrate the practical skills relevant to
sections 11-16

All tasks are compulsory

Externally assessed

Entry Requirements

2 hours 15 minutes
30%

Paper 2

Document Production, Databases
and Presentations

70 marks

This test assesses the practical skills needed to use the
applications covered in sections 17, 18 and 19 of the subject
content

Candidates must demonstrate the practical skills relevant to
sections 11-16

All tasks are compulsory

Externally assessed

There are no formal entry requirements for this IGSCE however, pupils beginning this course are expected
to have shown an aptitude for ICT during their lessons previously.

Why ICT?

Cambridge IGCSE (9-1) Information and Communication Technology provides learners with the ability to
use a broad range of ICT skills and encourages knowledge and understanding of the development of ICT

systems, networks and their safe use. This course provides learners with the ability to understand the rapid
change of ICT in a technology-based world and the impact ICT has on the world. Learners in a modern ICT
based world need to have the ability to gather, process and manipulate data; this course helps learners to
fulfil this. Our approach in Cambridge IGCSE (9-1) Information and Communication Technology encourages
learners to be: confident, in applying knowledge and understanding of ICT technologies and using skills to
solve ICT problems, both as individuals and working with others responsible, for themselves, responsive to
and respectful of others with particular consideration to physical safety and eSafety reflective, in their
ability to learn and develop ICT skills innovative, in the way that they use ICT-based solutions to solve
problems and identify alternative solutions to solve problems engaged, socially, in the work that they
undertake and to interrogate unfamiliar situations to provide ICT-based solutions.



Music

Content

Through the Pearson Edexcel GCSE Music course, pupils will develop their practical and creative skills in
listening, performing, and composing. The course encourages creativity, self-discipline, emotional
expression, and aesthetic awareness, helping students to grow as confident, reflective, and imaginative
musicians.

Pupils will study music through four distinct Areas of Study, each exploring different musical styles,
traditions, and techniques. These areas encompass a diverse range of genres, including the Western
Classical tradition, popular music, musical theatre, and world music. Each style is explored within its
historical and cultural context, encouraging pupils to listen with sensitivity, perception, and critical insight.

This balanced and engaging approach enhances pupils’ appreciation and enjoyment of music, providing an
excellent foundation for future study and promoting a lifelong love of music.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board — Pearson Edexcel

Examination

Component 1: Performing is worth 30% of the final mark. Pupils will present two musical performances:
one solo performance and one ensemble performance. The total performance time must be at least four
minutes. Performances are recorded and submitted to the exam board for external assessment.

Component 2: Composing is worth 30% of the final mark. Pupils will create two compositions: one
composition in response to a brief set by the exam board, and one free composition to a brief set by the
learner themselves. The total duration of the two compositions must be at least three minutes.
Compositions are marked internally and moderated by the exam board.

Component 3: Appraising is assessed by a 1 hour 45 minute listening examination which is worth 40% of
the final mark. Pupils will give short and extended written answers based on both familiar set works studied
throughout the course and unfamiliar pieces related to the Areas of Study.

Entry Requirements

Pupils should be performing confidently on a musical instrument (including voice) and should have achieved
a Grade 6 result in their KS3 music assessments. They should be able to read and interpret Western musical
notation with accuracy and fluency and should be receiving regular instrumental or vocal lessons to support
their continued development.

This course is not suitable for beginner musicians, as a solid foundation of technical skill and musical under-
standing is essential for success.

Why Music?
Studying Music at GCSE enables pupils to develop their practical musical skills and knowledge through the

core activities of listening, performing, and composing. The course provides opportunities to explore and
engage with a wide variety of musical styles and genres, spanning both Western and non-Western tradi-
tions, and music from different historical periods.

GCSE Music is an exciting and rewarding course for students who are passionate about performing, creat-
ing, and understanding music. It helps pupils become confident performers, imaginative composers, and
reflective listeners.

Throughout the course, students will develop a range of valuable transferable skills, including creativity,
self-expression, discipline, communication, and critical thinking — qualities that are highly regarded in fur-
ther education and a wide variety of future pathways.
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Physical Education (PE)

Introduction

The GCSE in Physical Education provides pupils with a deep understanding of how the human body works
during exercise, how to improve sporting performance, and how sport contributes to health and
well-being. It combines academic study with practical performance, enabling pupils to apply theoretical
knowledge to their own sporting experiences.

The course is ideal for pupils who enjoy being active and are interested in exploring the science behind
physical performance, as well as the social, cultural, and psychological influences on participation in sport.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board — Pearson Edexcel

Content

Pupils will study the key areas of physical education, developing a detailed understanding of how the body
and mind respond to exercise and sport. The content is divided into four main areas:

* Applied Anatomy and Physiology

e Movement Analysis and Physical Training

e Health, Fitness and Well-being

* Sports Psychology and Socio-cultural Influences

In addition to the theoretical elements, pupils will take part in a range of physical activities, developing and
refining their practical skills and performances in individual and team sports.

Examination

Paper 1: Fitness and Body Systems

e Written examination — 1 hour 45 minutes

e Worth 36% of the total qualification

* Topics include anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training, and the use of data.

Paper 2: Health and Performance

e Written examination — 1 hour 15 minutes

e Worth 24% of the total qualification

* Topics include health, fitness, well-being, sports psychology, and socio-cultural influences.

Coursework

Component 3: Practical Performance

Worth 30% of the total qualification.

Pupils are assessed in three different physical activities: one team sport, one individual sport, and one of
either.

Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme (PEP)

Worth 10% of the total qualification.

Pupils plan, perform, and evaluate a personal training programme that applies principles of fitness and
training.

Entry Requirements

Pupils should have a strong interest in sport and physical activity and should regularly participate in at least
one sport both in and outside of school. They should also be confident in both written and practical work
and have a good understanding of human biology and movement.

This course is best suited to those who are Grade 6 by year 9 and motivated to combine theoretical
learning with active participation.

Why PE?

GCSE Physical Education provides pupils with an excellent balance of scientific knowledge, analytical
thinking, and practical skill. It develops an understanding of how the body works, how to improve
performance, and how sport impacts individuals and society.

The course builds the foundation for further study in PE, sport science, and health-related qualifications,
and nurtures the confidence, discipline, and teamwork skills valuable in all future careers.



Sport BTEC Level 2

Introduction

The Pearson BTEC International Level 2 in Sport is a practical and vocational qualification that allows pupils
to explore the world of sport, fitness, and physical activity. It provides an engaging, hands-on approach to
learning, ideal for pupils who enjoy sport and wish to understand how it connects to anatomy, physiology,
performance, and leadership.

Through both practical and theoretical study, pupils will develop essential knowledge and skills in areas
such as fitness testing, training programmes, anatomy and physiology, and the organisation and delivery
of sporting activities. The course prepares pupils for further study at Level 3, A Level PE, or employment in
the sports and leisure industry.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board - Pearson (BTEC International Level 2)

Content

The BTEC International Level 2 in Sport offers a broad introduction to the sports sector. Pupils will study a
range of units that combine scientific understanding with real-world applications.
Core units include:

* Fitness for Sport and Exercise

* Practical Sports Performance

Optional specialist units include:

Anatomy and Physiology for Sport

Leading Sports Activities

Training for Personal Fitness

The Sports Performer in Action

The Mind and Sports Performance

Injury and the Sports Performer

Planning and Running a Sports Event

Pupils will gain experience in teamwork, leadership, and communication while learning about the physical
and psychological demands of sport.

Examination

There is no single final examination for this course. Assessment is continuous and based on real-life tasks
and projects that demonstrate knowledge and understanding.

Some core units may include externally assessed online tests set by Pearson, while most units are internally
assessed through assignments, written reports, practical demonstrations, and presentations.

Coursework

All coursework is assessed internally by teachers and verified externally by Pearson. Pupils are graded for
each unit as Pass, Merit, or Distinction, which contribute to the overall qualification grade.

Assignments may include leading a sports session, analysing performance, designing a training plan, or
preparing a written report on fitness principles.

Entry Requirements

Pupils should have a genuine interest in sport and physical activity, and be willing to take part in both
practical and classroom-based learning. A good level of fitness, teamwork, and self-motivation is expected.
This course is particularly suitable for pupils who prefer continuous assessment rather than a course based
purely on examinations.

Why Sport BTEC?

Studying BTEC Sport provides pupils with a balanced combination of theoretical understanding and
practical experience. It helps them develop personal qualities such as communication, leadership, and
organisation, all of which are essential in both sporting and professional contexts.

The qualification offers a clear progression route to further education in sport and exercise science, fitness
instruction, coaching, and related fields, while promoting lifelong participation in physical activity.




BTEC Travel and Tourism

Introduction

BTECs enable a learner-centred approach to education, with a flexible, unit-based structure and knowledge
applied to project-based assessments. BTECs focus on the holistic development of the practical, interper-
sonal and thinking skills required to be successful in employment and higher education.

BTEC addresses these needs by offering:

* Arange of BTEC qualification sizes, each with a clear purpose, so that there is something to suit each
learner’s choice of study programme and progression plans
Internationally relevant content, which is closely aligned with employer and further education needs
Assessments and projects chosen to help learners progress; this means that some assessments and
projects are set by you to meet local needs, while others are set by Pearson, ensuring a core of skills
and understanding common to all learners

Qualifications, sizes and purposes at a glance

Size and structure Summary purpose
Pearson BTEC International Level 2 120 GLH Equivalent in size to one This qualification is designed to support
Award in Travel and Tourism International GCSE. Four units, of which learners who want an introduction to
three are mandatory and assessed by the sector through applied learning and
a Pearson Set Assignment. Mandatory for whom an element of business would
content (75%) be complementary. The qualification

supports progression to further study at
Level 3/pre-tertiary education as part of a
programme of study that includes BTEC
International Level 3 qualifications and/or
International A levels.

Assessment

Assessment is designed to fit the purpose and objective of the qualification. It includes a range of assess-
ment types and styles suited to vocational qualifications in the sector. All assessment is internal but some
mandatory units are assessed using Pearson Set Assignments.

Examination
Pearson BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Travel and Tourism

Mandatory units
There are 4 mandatory units, which includes 2 internal units and 2 set assignment units. Learners must
complete and achieve a Pass or above in all mandatory units.

Optional units
Learners must complete 120 GLH of optional units.

Pearson BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Travel and Tourism

Unit
number

Unit Title GLH Type How assessed

Mandatory units - learners complete and achieve all units

The Travel and Tourism

! Industry 30 Mandatory Internal
Customer Service in Travel 30

2 and Tourism Organisations Mandatory Internal

5 Travel Planning 30 Mandatory Set assignment
Exploring Marketing in 30 :

6 Travel and Tourism Mandatory Set assignment

Optional units - learners must complete 120 GLH optional unit
3 The Marketing Plan 30 Optional Internal
4 Global Holiday Destinations 60 Optional Set assignment




Calculation of the qualification grade

These qualifications are a Level 2 qualifications and the certification may show a grade ranging from Level 2
Pass to Level 2 Distinction*. Each individual unit will be awarded a grade of Level 2 Pass, Merit, Distinction.
Learners whose level of achievement is below a Level 2 Pass will receive an unclassified (U) for that unit.
Award of Distinction* (D*) D* is an aggregated grade for the qualification, based on the learner’s overall
performance. In order to achieve this grade, learners will have to demonstrate a strong performance across
the qualification as a whole.

To achieve a Level 2 qualification, learners must:

- Complete and report an outcome for all units within the permitted combination

- Achieve the minimum number of points at a grade threshold

Calculation of qualification grade

Award

120 GLH

Points threshold

U 0
Level 2 Pass 48
Level 2 Merit 66
Level 2

Distinction 84
Level 2

Distinction* 90

Why Choose BTEC Travel & Tourism?

e Vocational Relevance: Because it is designed around real-world tasks, students see direct relevance
between classroom learning and career pathways in travel & tourism.

e Skill Development: Students build practical skills (research, planning, evaluation, customer focus) useful
in many fields, not just tourism.

* Progression Pathways: Level 2 BTEC can lead into Level 3 courses, vocational qualifications, or employ-
ment in travel & tourism roles.

* Flexibility & Engagement: The project-based nature and variety of tasks (reports, projects, presenta-
tions) can be more engaging than entirely exam-heavy courses.




Useful Contacts

Having read this booklet we hope that you have a better insight into choosing your options. If, however,
there are further questions you still feel you need answering, please contact us.

If you have further queries regarding the process, then please contact your child’s Tutor in the first instance.

Role

Principal

Founding Vice Principal
KS3 Lead

Inclusion Lead

Head of Year 8 and 9
Secondary Inclusion Lead

University Advisor

Frequently Asked Questions

Name Contact Details

Andrew Wilson Andrew.Wilson@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Philip Stainton Philip.Stainton@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Swati Worlikar

Swati.Worlikar@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Lachlan.Sigut@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Ben.Thin@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Lachlan Sigut
Ben Thin

Charlotte Dias Charlotte.Dias@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Ria Dave Ria.Dave@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

This space is for you to note down any questions that you would like to ask the potential subject before

selecting it as on option.
Question

Does the IGCSE/BTEC
lead onto the A Level/
BTEC?

Which are the best
subjects to choose?

Am | at a disadvantage
taking fewer GCSE/
IGCSE/BTECs?

Who marks the exams
and when will | be
informed of results?

What textbooks should |
buy?

Are IGCSEs recognised by
American universities?

Do universities look at
GCSE/IGCSE/BTEC re-
sults?

Answer

Yes, the IGCSE is a curriculum pathway that leads into both A Level and
BTEC.

The best subjects are those that your child is enjoying, passionate about
and achieving well in. A balance of written exams and coursework is ad-
visable for workload management.

No, it is better to do fewer IGCSEs and score higher grades, than more
and score lower grades. IGCSEs are the gateway examinations to allow
pupils to continue their higher education pathway to A Levels/BTEC

All IGCSEs are marked externally and the school has no influence on
those grades. This is to maintain the integrity of the examination. All
IGCSE results are released in August.

The subject teacher will give a list of textbooks/resources/revision guides
that are useful for their learning. Speak to the teacher before purchasing
any books to make sure they are suitable.

Yes! IGCSEs and A Levels are recognised by universities all over the
world, including the USA.

A Level/BTEC predicted grades are the most important evidence for
universities admissions. However, most universities will consider prior

IGCSE/BTEC results as further evidence of academic ability.
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