








Why Geography?
Successful Geography candidates develop lifelong skills, 
including:
•	 An understanding of the processes which affect physical 

and human environments.
•	 An understanding of location on a local, regional and 

global scale.
•	 The ability to use and understand geographical data and 

information.
•	 An understanding of how communities around the world 

are affected and constrained by different environments.

This modular assessment structure also offers learners 
the flexibility to sit examinations when they are ready and 
provides opportunities to resit individual unit assessments 
before receiving an overall qualification grade.



Global Perspectives

Introduction
Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives gives learners the opportunity to think about significant global 
issues and to consider these from different perspectives. It develops a set of transferable skills in research, 
analysis, evaluation, communication, collaboration and reflection. It encourages learners to construct 
arguments, present views, work collaboratively, research, and reason and reflect on their place in 
a connected world. These transferable skills will support student learning across all of their studies.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board - CAIE

Content
Young people face unprecedented challenges in an interconnected and information-heavy world, not least 
in how they will gain a sense of their own active place in the world and cope with changes that will impact 
on their life chances and life choices. 

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives is interdisciplinary in nature. The syllabus gives learners the 
opportunity to develop the skills they need to face global challenges in a connected and information-rich 
world and to think about how best to live in a sustainable way. These challenges include how to cope with 
changes that will have an impact on their life chances and choices and how to gain a sense of their own 
active place in the world.

To support learners in facing these challenges, Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives develops a range of 
skills, including:
•	 researching, analysing and evaluating information
•	 developing and justifying a line of reasoning
•	 reflecting on processes and on own learning
•	 communicating information and reasoning
•	 collaborating to achieve a common outcome.

These skills are transferable and useful for future study. Learners are encouraged to explore ideas from 
others’ communities, countries and cultures. Through stimulating topics, they will explore issues of global 
significance. They will learn to direct their own study and develop independent thought.  

Examination
All candidates take three components. 
•	 Component 1 is an externally assessed Written examination consisting of four compulsory questions, 

based on a range of sources provided with the question paper. Sources will present an issue of global 
significance from a range of different perspectives – personal, local and/or national, global – and will be 
on a topic from the topic list. The duration of the examination is 1 hour 25 minutes, and it is worth 70 
marks. This component has 35% weightage to the final grade. 

Coursework
Consists of components 2 and 3.
•	 Component 2 is an internally set and externally marked individual report worth 60 marks and has a 

weightage of 30% to the final grade. Candidates research a significant global issue of their choice from 
the topic list. They research a range of different perspectives – local and/or national and global – on 
global issues and reflect on their own personal perspective. Candidates devise their own title and write 
a report. The report must be 1500–2000 words and be written in continuous text.

•	 Component 3 is an internally marked and externally moderated team project worth 70 marks and has 
a weightage of 35% to the final grade. Pupils work in teams to choose from the topic list and identify a 
local issue. They devise and develop a collaborative project on an aspect of the issue considered from a 
range of perspectives. The Team Project has two elements: 

	 o     Team Element (25 marks) where each team produces one explanation of research and planning 	
	        and one evidence of action. The explanation of research and planning must be 300–400 words.
	 o     Personal Element (45 marks) where each candidate writes a reflective paper on their research, 	
                    contribution to the team element and their personal learning. The Reflective Paper must be 	
	        750–1000 words.

	 o     



Entry Requirements
There are no entry requirements for this IGCSE, however an interest in critical thinking and reasoning is 

encouraged.

Why Global Perspectives?
Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives provides opportunities for enquiry into, and reflection on, key 
global issues from different perspectives: personal, local/national and global. 

Cambridge IGCSE Global Perspectives encourages awareness of global problems and offers a range of 
opportunities to explore solutions through cooperation and collaboration. The course is not about getting 
everybody to think identically; rather it is a matter of opening minds to the complexity of the world and of 
human thought and encouraging empathy for the diversity of human experience and feeling.

History

Introduction 
Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History 4XHI1 (Modular) is a modular qualification. The modular 
assessment structure offers learners the flexibility to sit examinations when they are ready and provides 
opportunities to resit individual unit assessments before receiving an overall qualification grade. All units 
are available in the June and November exam series. 
International GCSE (Modular) qualifications enable successful progression onto International A level and 
beyond.

Course and Assessment

Exam Board – Pearson Edexcel

Content
With no compulsory topics and no forbidden combinations, the topic choices are diverse and international, 
covering a broad geographical spread. The course aims to extend learners’ knowledge and understanding 
by broadening and deepening skills; for example, learners develop the ability to:
•	 explain, analyse and make judgements about historical events and periods studied using second order 

historical concepts
•	 use a range of source material to comprehend, interpret and cross-reference sources
•	 analyse and evaluate historical interpretations in the context of historical events studied. 

This course encourages learners to raise questions and explore history from a diversity of perspectives, 
including social, economic, cultural, and political. It balances a thorough knowledge and understanding of a 
subject and helps to develop the skills learners need for their next steps in education or employment. 

Examination
The Pearson Edexcel International GCSE in History (Modular) comprises two mandatory units and are 
externally assessed. 
•	 Paper 1 is based on unit 1 focusing on two selected depth studies and comprises a mixture of            

extended writing and essay-based questions. Learners answer two questions, one on each of the in-
depth studies they have studied. The duration of the examination is 1 hour 30 minutes, and it is worth 
60 marks. This component has 50% weightage to the final grade.

•	 Paper 2 is based on unit 2 focusing on investigation and breadth studies and comprises two sections 
with a mixture of extended writing and essay-based questions. Section A is based on a selected          
historical investigation and section B on a breadth study in change. Learners answer two questions, 
one question on their historical investigation and one question on their breadth study in change. The       
duration of the examination is 1 hour and 30 minutes, and it is worth 60 marks. This component has 
50% weightage to the final grade. 



Entry Requirements
There are no formal entry requirements; however, the highest grades in History are obtained by those 
pupils with strong literacy skills. Humanities lessons at Key Stage 3 are designed to prepare pupils for the 
skills needed at IGCSE. Assessment of this qualification will be available in English only. Pearson Edexcel 
recommends that learners have the ability to read and write in English at Level B2 of the Common 
European Framework of Reference for Languages.

Why History?
History is a highly valued qualification by universities and employers. The assessment for this course does 
not focus on the depth of a pupil’s knowledge of the events covered, but on the deployment of that 
knowledge in formulating coherent arguments. It develops critical thinking and problem-solving skills 
through evidence-based arguments. Understanding the cause and effect and appreciating complexities 
provides essential context for innovation and application. The skills gained in digesting information and 
forming a coherent analysis of a particular situation are widely applicable across many industries and en-
courage a more robust and appreciative scientific mindset.  

ICT – Information and Communication Technology

Introduction
ICT within the global market has significant importance not only to commerce, business, and industry in the 
present but also in the future with emerging technologies. Therefore, such an emphasis is put on learning 
ICT, with lots of career opportunities this presents and its coherent link with other core subjects. Key skills 
developed in ICT including analytical skills which enables us to master skills such as reasoning, problem 
solving and creativity in almost every lesson. These key skills are vital in everyday life in providing newer, 
better, and quicker ways for people to interact, network, seek help, gain access to information, and learn. 
Besides its presence everywhere, Information and Communication Technology has an immense economic 
significance. 

These skills are transferable and useful for future study. Learners are encouraged to explore ideas from 
others’ communities, countries and cultures. Through stimulating topics, they will explore issues of global 
significance. They will learn to direct their own study and develop independent thought.  

Course and Assessment
Exam Board - Cambridge

Content
1.	 Types and components of computer systems 
2.	 Input and output devices
3.	 Storage devices and media 
4.	 Networks and the effects of using them 
5.	 The effects of using IT 
6.	 ICT applications 
7.	 The systems life cycle 
8.	 Safety and security 
9.	 Audience 
10.	Communication 
11.	File management 
12.	 Images 
13.	 Layout 
14.	Styles 
15.	Proofing 
16.	Graphs and charts 
17.	Document production 
18.	Databases
19.	Presentations 
20.	Spreadsheets 
21.	Website authoring



Entry Requirements
There are no formal entry requirements for this IGSCE however, pupils beginning this course are expected 
to have shown an aptitude for ICT during their lessons previously.

Why ICT?
Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) Information and Communication Technology provides learners with the ability to 
use a broad range of ICT skills and encourages knowledge and understanding of the development of ICT 
systems, networks and their safe use. This course provides learners with the ability to understand the rapid 
change of ICT in a technology-based world and the impact ICT has on the world. Learners in a modern ICT 
based world need to have the ability to gather, process and manipulate data; this course helps learners to 
fulfil this. Our approach in Cambridge IGCSE (9–1) Information and Communication Technology encourages 
learners to be: confident, in applying knowledge and understanding of ICT technologies and using skills to 
solve ICT problems, both as individuals and working with others responsible, for themselves, responsive to 
and respectful of others with particular consideration to physical safety and eSafety reflective, in their
ability to learn and develop ICT skills innovative, in the way that they use ICT-based solutions to solve 
problems and identify alternative solutions to solve problems engaged, socially, in the work that they
undertake and to interrogate unfamiliar situations to provide ICT-based solutions.

The ICT Cambrdige IGCSE is a course that is examined through three papers.

ICT Cambridge IGCSE 
Examination
Assessment Overview
All candidtaes take three components. Candidates will be eligible for grades 9 to 1.

All candidates take:

Paper 1		             1 hour 30 minutes Paper 2                                    2 hours 15 minutes

Component 3                             2 hours 15 minutes

and

and

Theory			   40%
80 marks 
Questions will be based on sections 1-21 of the subject 
content
All questions are compulsory
Externally assessed

Document Production, Databases		  30%
and Presentations
70 marks 
This test assesses the practical skills needed to use the 
applications covered in sections 17, 18 and 19 of the subject 
content
Candidates must demonstrate the practical skills relevant to 
sections 11-16
All tasks are compulsory
Externally assessed

Spreadsheets and Website Authoring		  30%
70 marks 
This test assesses the practical skills needed to use the 
applications covered in sections 20 and 21 of the subject 
content
Candidates must demonstrate the practical skills relevant to 
sections 11-16
All tasks are compulsory
Externally assessed



Music

Content
Through the Pearson Edexcel GCSE Music course, pupils will develop their practical and creative skills in 
listening, performing, and composing. The course encourages creativity, self-discipline, emotional 
expression, and aesthetic awareness, helping students to grow as confident, reflective, and imaginative 
musicians.

Pupils will study music through four distinct Areas of Study, each exploring different musical styles, 
traditions, and techniques. These areas encompass a diverse range of genres, including the Western 
Classical tradition, popular music, musical theatre, and world music. Each style is explored within its 
historical and cultural context, encouraging pupils to listen with sensitivity, perception, and critical insight.

This balanced and engaging approach enhances pupils’ appreciation and enjoyment of music, providing an 
excellent foundation for future study and promoting a lifelong love of music.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board – Pearson Edexcel

Examination
Component 1: Performing is worth 30% of the final mark. Pupils will present two musical performances: 
one solo performance and one ensemble performance. The total performance time must be at least four 
minutes. Performances are recorded and submitted to the exam board for external assessment.

Component 2: Composing is worth 30% of the final mark. Pupils will create two compositions: one 
composition in response to a brief set by the exam board, and one free composition to a brief set by the 
learner themselves. The total duration of the two compositions must be at least three minutes. 
Compositions are marked internally and moderated by the exam board.

Component 3: Appraising is assessed by a 1 hour 45 minute listening examination which is worth 40% of 
the final mark. Pupils will give short and extended written answers based on both familiar set works studied 
throughout the course and unfamiliar pieces related to the Areas of Study.

Entry Requirements
Pupils should be performing confidently on a musical instrument (including voice) and should have achieved 
a Grade 6 result in their KS3 music assessments. They should be able to read and interpret Western musical 
notation with accuracy and fluency and should be receiving regular instrumental or vocal lessons to support 
their continued development.

This course is not suitable for beginner musicians, as a solid foundation of technical skill and musical under-
standing is essential for success.

Why Music?
Studying Music at GCSE enables pupils to develop their practical musical skills and knowledge through the 
core activities of listening, performing, and composing. The course provides opportunities to explore and 
engage with a wide variety of musical styles and genres, spanning both Western and non-Western tradi-
tions, and music from different historical periods.

GCSE Music is an exciting and rewarding course for students who are passionate about performing, creat-
ing, and understanding music. It helps pupils become confident performers, imaginative composers, and 
reflective listeners.

Throughout the course, students will develop a range of valuable transferable skills, including creativity, 
self-expression, discipline, communication, and critical thinking — qualities that are highly regarded in fur-
ther education and a wide variety of future pathways.





Physical Education (PE)

Introduction
The GCSE in Physical Education provides pupils with a deep understanding of how the human body works 
during exercise, how to improve sporting performance, and how sport contributes to health and 
well-being. It combines academic study with practical performance, enabling pupils to apply theoretical 
knowledge to their own sporting experiences.

The course is ideal for pupils who enjoy being active and are interested in exploring the science behind 
physical performance, as well as the social, cultural, and psychological influences on participation in sport.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board – Pearson Edexcel

Content
Pupils will study the key areas of physical education, developing a detailed understanding of how the body 
and mind respond to exercise and sport. The content is divided into four main areas:
•	 Applied Anatomy and Physiology
•	 Movement Analysis and Physical Training
•	 Health, Fitness and Well-being
•	 Sports Psychology and Socio-cultural Influences
In addition to the theoretical elements, pupils will take part in a range of physical activities, developing and 
refining their practical skills and performances in individual and team sports.

Examination
Paper 1: Fitness and Body Systems
•	 Written examination – 1 hour 45 minutes
•	 Worth 36% of the total qualification
•	 Topics include anatomy and physiology, movement analysis, physical training, and the use of data.

Paper 2: Health and Performance
•	 Written examination – 1 hour 15 minutes
•	 Worth 24% of the total qualification
•	 Topics include health, fitness, well-being, sports psychology, and socio-cultural influences.

Coursework
Component 3: Practical Performance
Worth 30% of the total qualification.
Pupils are assessed in three different physical activities: one team sport, one individual sport, and one of 
either.

Component 4: Personal Exercise Programme (PEP)
Worth 10% of the total qualification.
Pupils plan, perform, and evaluate a personal training programme that applies principles of fitness and 
training.

Entry Requirements
Pupils should have a strong interest in sport and physical activity and should regularly participate in at least 
one sport both in and outside of school. They should also be confident in both written and practical work 
and have a good understanding of human biology and movement.

This course is best suited to those who are Grade 6 by year 9 and motivated to combine theoretical 
learning with active participation.

Why PE?
GCSE Physical Education provides pupils with an excellent balance of scientific knowledge, analytical 
thinking, and practical skill. It develops an understanding of how the body works, how to improve 
performance, and how sport impacts individuals and society.

The course builds the foundation for further study in PE, sport science, and health-related qualifications, 
and nurtures the confidence, discipline, and teamwork skills valuable in all future careers.



Sport BTEC Level 2

Introduction
The Pearson BTEC International Level 2 in Sport is a practical and vocational qualification that allows pupils 
to explore the world of sport, fitness, and physical activity. It provides an engaging, hands-on approach to 
learning, ideal for pupils who enjoy sport and wish to understand how it connects to anatomy, physiology, 
performance, and leadership.

Through both practical and theoretical study, pupils will develop essential knowledge and skills in areas 
such as fitness testing, training programmes, anatomy and physiology, and the organisation and delivery 
of sporting activities. The course prepares pupils for further study at Level 3, A Level PE, or employment in 
the sports and leisure industry.

Course and Assessment
Exam Board – Pearson (BTEC International Level 2)

Content
The BTEC International Level 2 in Sport offers a broad introduction to the sports sector. Pupils will study a 
range of units that combine scientific understanding with real-world applications.
Core units include:
•	 Fitness for Sport and Exercise
•	 Practical Sports Performance
Optional specialist units include:
•	 Anatomy and Physiology for Sport
•	 Leading Sports Activities
•	 Training for Personal Fitness
•	 The Sports Performer in Action
•	 The Mind and Sports Performance
•	 Injury and the Sports Performer
•	 Planning and Running a Sports Event

Pupils will gain experience in teamwork, leadership, and communication while learning about the physical 
and psychological demands of sport.

Examination
There is no single final examination for this course. Assessment is continuous and based on real-life tasks 
and projects that demonstrate knowledge and understanding.
Some core units may include externally assessed online tests set by Pearson, while most units are internally 
assessed through assignments, written reports, practical demonstrations, and presentations.

Coursework
All coursework is assessed internally by teachers and verified externally by Pearson. Pupils are graded for 
each unit as Pass, Merit, or Distinction, which contribute to the overall qualification grade.
Assignments may include leading a sports session, analysing performance, designing a training plan, or 
preparing a written report on fitness principles.

Entry Requirements
Pupils should have a genuine interest in sport and physical activity, and be willing to take part in both 
practical and classroom-based learning. A good level of fitness, teamwork, and self-motivation is expected.
This course is particularly suitable for pupils who prefer continuous assessment rather than a course based 
purely on examinations.

Why Sport BTEC?
Studying BTEC Sport provides pupils with a balanced combination of theoretical understanding and 
practical experience. It helps them develop personal qualities such as communication, leadership, and 
organisation, all of which are essential in both sporting and professional contexts.
The qualification offers a clear progression route to further education in sport and exercise science, fitness 
instruction, coaching, and related fields, while promoting lifelong participation in physical activity.



BTEC Travel and Tourism

Introduction
BTECs enable a learner-centred approach to education, with a flexible, unit-based structure and knowledge 
applied to project-based assessments. BTECs focus on the holistic development of the practical, interper-
sonal and thinking skills required to be successful in employment and higher education.

BTEC addresses these needs by offering: 
•	 A range of BTEC qualification sizes, each with a clear purpose, so that there is something to suit each 

learner’s choice of study programme and progression plans 
•	 Internationally relevant content, which is closely aligned with employer and further education needs 
•	 Assessments and projects chosen to help learners progress; this means that some assessments and 

projects are set by you to meet local needs, while others are set by Pearson, ensuring a core of skills 
and understanding common to all learners

Qualifications, sizes and purposes at a glance

Title Size and structure Summary purpose

Pearson BTEC International Level 2 
Award in Travel and Tourism

120 GLH Equivalent in size to one 
International GCSE. Four units, of which 
three are mandatory and assessed by 
a Pearson Set Assignment. Mandatory 
content (75%)

This qualification is designed to support 
learners who want an introduction to 
the sector through applied learning and 
for whom an element of business would 
be complementary. The qualification 
supports progression to further study at 
Level 3/pre-tertiary education as part of a 
programme of study that includes BTEC 
International Level 3 qualifications and/or 
International A levels.

Assessment
Assessment is designed to fit the purpose and objective of the qualification. It includes a range of assess-
ment types and styles suited to vocational qualifications in the sector. All assessment is internal but some 
mandatory units are assessed using Pearson Set Assignments.

Examination
Pearson BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Travel and Tourism

Mandatory units
There are 4 mandatory units, which includes 2 internal units and 2 set assignment units. Learners must
complete and achieve a Pass or above in all mandatory units.

Optional units
Learners must complete 120 GLH of optional units.

Unit Title

Pearson BTEC International Level 2 Certificate in Travel and Tourism

GLH How assessed

1 30

30

30

30

60

30

The Travel and Tourism
Industry Mandatory Internal

Internal

Set assignment

Set assignment

Set assignment

Internal

Mandatory

Mandatory

Mandatory

Optional

Optional

Customer Service in Travel 
and Tourism Organisations

Travel Planning

Exploring Marketing in 
Travel and Tourism

Global Holiday Destinations

The Marketing Plan

Mandatory units - learners complete and achieve all units

Unit 
number Type

2

5

6

4

3

Optional units - learners must complete 120 GLH optional unit



Calculation of the qualification grade 
These qualifications are a Level 2 qualifications and the certification may show a grade ranging from Level 2 
Pass to Level 2 Distinction*.  Each individual unit will be awarded a grade of Level 2 Pass, Merit, Distinction. 
Learners whose level of achievement is below a Level 2 Pass will receive an unclassified (U) for that unit.  
Award of Distinction* (D*) D* is an aggregated grade for the qualification, based on the learner’s overall 
performance. In order to achieve this grade, learners will have to demonstrate a strong performance across 
the qualification as a whole. 
To achieve a Level 2 qualification, learners must:
 · Complete and report an outcome for all units within the permitted combination 
· Achieve the minimum number of points at a grade threshold 

Calculation of qualification grade

Why Choose BTEC Travel & Tourism?
•	 Vocational Relevance: Because it is designed around real-world tasks, students see direct relevance 

between classroom learning and career pathways in travel & tourism. 
•	 Skill Development: Students build practical skills (research, planning, evaluation, customer focus) useful 

in many fields, not just tourism.
•	 Progression Pathways: Level 2 BTEC can lead into Level 3 courses, vocational qualifications, or employ-

ment in travel & tourism roles. 
•	 Flexibility & Engagement: The project-based nature and variety of tasks (reports, projects, presenta-

tions) can be more engaging than entirely exam-heavy courses.

120 GLH

Award

Grade Points threshold

48

66

84

90

Level 2 Pass

Level 2 Merit

Level 2 
Distinction

Level 2 
Distinction*

U 0



Useful Contacts
Having read this booklet we hope that you have a better insight into choosing your options. If, however, 
there are further questions you still feel you need answering, please contact us.
        
If you have further queries regarding the process, then please contact your child’s Tutor in the first instance.

Frequently Asked Questions
This space is for you to note down any questions that you would like to ask the potential subject before 
selecting it as on option.

Role

Principal

Founding Vice Principal

KS3 Lead

Inclusion Lead

Head of Year 8 and 9

Secondary Inclusion Lead

University Advisor

Question

Does the IGCSE/BTEC 
lead onto the A Level/
BTEC?

Which are the best 
subjects to choose?

Am I at a disadvantage 
taking fewer GCSE/
IGCSE/BTECs?

Who marks the exams 
and when will I be 
informed of results?

What textbooks should I 
buy?

Are IGCSEs recognised by 
American universities?

Do universities look at 
GCSE/IGCSE/BTEC re-
sults?

Name

Andrew Wilson

Philip Stainton

Swati Worlikar

Lachlan Sigut

Ben Thin

Charlotte Dias

Ria Dave

Answer

Yes, the IGCSE is a curriculum pathway that leads into both A Level and 
BTEC.

The best subjects are those that your child is enjoying, passionate about 
and achieving well in. A balance of written exams and coursework is ad-
visable for workload management.

No, it is better to do fewer IGCSEs and score higher grades, than more 
and score lower grades. IGCSEs are the gateway examinations to allow 
pupils to continue their higher education pathway to A Levels/BTEC

All IGCSEs are marked externally and the school has no influence on 
those grades. This is to maintain the integrity of the examination. All 
IGCSE results are released in August.

The subject teacher will give a list of textbooks/resources/revision guides 
that are useful for their learning.  Speak to the teacher before purchasing 
any books to make sure they are suitable.

Yes! IGCSEs and A Levels are recognised by universities all over the 
world, including the USA.

A Level/BTEC predicted grades are the most important evidence for 
universities admissions. However, most universities will consider prior 
IGCSE/BTEC results as further evidence of academic ability.

Contact Details

Andrew.Wilson@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Philip.Stainton@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Swati.Worlikar@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Lachlan.Sigut@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Ben.Thin@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Charlotte.Dias@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae

Ria.Dave@arcadiaglobal.sch.ae




